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NEWSLETTER

The Greatest Show
Our Year 10 Dance, Drama and Music students took part in their
recreation of ‘The Greatest Showman’, as part of their BTEC qualification. They showed brilliant commitment and dedication by attending
extra rehearsals, creating their own pieces and showing support and
respect to one another throughout the process. All proceeds from
ticket and refreshment sales went to YoungMinds Charity, which
helped raise £521.24.

HelloYellow

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome to the first newsletter of the year. I hope you will begin to get a flavour of all of the fantastic things
that have been happening at the college since we started in August. It is both an honour and a privilege to
be able to support your children to be the best that they can be and it is extremely pleasing to see that the
work your children are doing is being recognised both locally and nationally. We are oversubscribed for the
first time; even though we have moved from 240 to 300 children in each year group, the waiting lists are
getting longer, day by day. In addition, our students are achieving more and our recent Progress 8 score
places Crown Hills in the top 15% of schools in the country, which is an amazing achievement and shows that
staff here are extremely dedicated. I would, therefore, like to thank you personally for all the support that
you have shown us over the years as we go from strength to strength in our attempt to make Crown Hills
one of the best schools to attend in the country. I also wanted to wish a very Merry Christmas to those of
you who are celebrating and, to those that are not, I wish you a restful break over the New Year.
Best Wishes,

Farhan Adam - Principal

“Every student will be the best they can be,
will thrive in the best possible career
and contribute positively to society.”

Crown Hills Community College
Gwendolen Road, Leicester LE5 5FT
Tel: 0116 273 6893
office@crownhills.leicester.sch.uk
crownhills.com
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Thursday 10th October
World Mental Health Day

HelloYellow

Staff and students took part
in a range of activities to raise
money for YoungMinds Charity.
This charity supports young
people’s mental health by
providing services and raising
awareness. Staff members wore
something yellow to stand out.
Students took part in different activities such as discussions during registration that week, which
resulted in every form class compiling an advice sheet to support their peers on the day. The
Health and Wellbeing Leaders organised and led a bake sale at break time, a fun game of bingo
at lunch time and ticket and refreshment sales from the Year 10 Greatest Show performance contributed funds too. As a college, we were successful in raising £521.24 for this important charity.
Well done to all for such a successful day!
Miss Bradshaw & Mrs Cutting

HelloYellow

Young Minds Charity are leading the ﬁght for a future where all
young minds are supported and empowered, whatever the
challenges. We’re here to make sure they get the best possible
mental health support and have the resilience to overcome life’s
difﬁculties.

youngminds.org.uk
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GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP
Our Year 11 Geographers ventured to
Bradgate Park in October as part of their
assessed GCSE course. They investigated
the characteristics of the River Lin and
collected data to analyse and evaluate
back at school. We were very proud of
the commitment and participation shown
by students and they represented Crown
Hills superbly.
Miss J Chambers
(Head of Humanities)
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ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY
At Crown Hills Community College, we believe there is a direct link between attendance and
achievement and, therefore, it is very important that your child attends school every day
unless there are exceptional circumstances. We would like to take this opportunity to remind
you that we expect our students to have at least 97% attendance.
We would like to thank those students,
and their parents and carers who have
worked hard to ensure that attendance
and punctuality are high. Maintaining
important habits is key to the success and
wellbeing of all of our students and we
would encourage you to contact the
school should you need support with
attendance and/or punctuality issues.
Reward: At the end of the school year, the
highest attending form class from each year
group will be rewarded with an ‘all expenses paid’ afternoon at Johnny Custard. Well done
to the forms who are currently in the lead for their respective year groups (see table below).
Ethel Road Gate: A polite reminder that the Ethel Road gate will be open every morning
from 8.20am and will be locked at 8.28am. If you arrive beyond this point, you will not be
able to gain access from this gate. Staff have been instructed to lock this gate and will return
to other duty positions. Thank you to all those students who have been arriving on time.

YEAR GROUP ATTENDANCE
(AS AT 15/11/19)

HIGHEST ATTENDING
FORM GROUP
(AS AT 15/11/19)

Group

%

Group

%

Year 7

97.1

7C

98.7

Year 8

96.5

8I

98.1

Year 9

96.3

9A

97.9

Year 10

96.4

10A

98.2

Year 11

95.9

11N

97.3

Whole School

96.5
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH BULLETIN
The Duke of Edinburgh Award continues to go from strength to
strength here at Crown Hills Community College. After months of
hard work and preparation, 19 pupils finally set off on their qualifying
expedition during the early part of September, in the Leicestershire
village of Skeffington. They navigated their way over a distance of
40km over two days, overcoming some difficult terrain along the
way. I was so pleased to hear the positive feedback from Emma at
First 4 Adventure, who described the pupils as ‘a joy to work with.’
The students absolutely loved the experience of being in the outdoors and have certainly picked up a whole host of new skills along
the way.
The qualification culminated in a celebration evening for the students later in December, where we invited parents and carers along
to help celebrate their children‘s achievement. I am thrilled to say
that out of 19 pupils, all were successful and thoroughly deserving in
achieving their Bronze Award. This achievement will make an excellent addition to their CVs, particularly with the college application
process having already begun.
I would like to thank Mr Narma, Miss Cover and Mrs O’Sullivan for all
their hard work and support of the pupils throughout the process. It
really is invaluable to have staff members as part of my team, that
really do have the student’s best interests at heart. A big thanks
also to the parents who supported our students throughout their
experience.
Moving forward, the DofE Award is becoming increasingly popular.
Over the past few weeks, we have recruited 28 students from Year 10
to undertake the challenge this year, which is a sizeable increase to
our cohort from previous years. I look forward to updating you on
their journey later on in the year.
Mr D Williams (DofE Manager)
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THE GREATEST SHOW

Year 7 and Year 8 students have the opportuni
ty to attend an Arts and Craft
Club, every Wednesday lunchtime. Our Year
10 and Year 11 Art Leaders support
the KS3 students and help them with their mini
projects. It is an excellent
opportunity for students to make new friends
across year groups and take part
in creative activities in a safe space. Please see
Mrs J Bamkin for more details.
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TeenTech offers students the opportunity to apply their knowledge of science, technology
and engineering to create their cities of tomorrow. The day highlights career pathways and
also promotes good citizenship. 10 of our Year 9 girls had the opportunity to go to TeenTech
East Midlands along with Mrs Khalifa and Mrs Dickinson, where they took part in many fun and
engaging activities. We also got to meet a fashion designer, who is creating eco-friendly
clothes for ASOS, who was our mentor for the day.
For our first session, we went to different stations in small groups, where we were shown how
various people work in different industries, for example, a pharmaceutical cosmetics station
where we had the chance to make a lava lamp using oil, water, food colouring and a special
tablet. We also had a mini-contest where we had to measure one gram of salt to show how
accurate we have to be when making medicine or make up. The focus of the second station
we went to was on engineers who created machinery to make farming easier and more efficient and, finally, we met both graduates and undergraduates, who gave us an insight on
university life, a virtual tour inside three campuses and what courses they choose within the
STEM subjects.
For the mid-morning session, they had the chance to design a gadget or app that could help
with day-to-day life and so we came up with three ideas: a smart watch which monitors your
health and alerts you of food you are intolerant of/allergic to, a translator which provides you
with real-time translations through a headset in multiple languages and a device for the
homeless which could put them in touch with lost relatives and allow them to access food and
shelter.
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After lunch, we were able to explore a station that allowed us to move around in space, see
how a spacecraft is launched and how space looks through a virtual reality headset. The
second station enabled us to draw in a virtual world using a remote and a virtual-reality headset and, at the third station, we experimented by making two different coloured dots on
paper and leaving it in a plate of water; if we used a primary colour, nothing would happen,
however, if it was a secondary or tertiary colour, then the colours would separate. This process is called chromatography, which is a technique used by laboratories to separate mixtures.
Furthermore, we undertook a challenge where we created an object that would go on top of
a robot, encased in a ball to pop a balloon. We were given a plastic cup, rubber bands, clay,
paper clips, pins and skewer sticks. Some of us succeeded and won great prizes! We then
went to a Mercury experiment station which looked at how space scientists discover different
planets and galaxies. We learnt how the space station launches a satellite that orbits certain
planets while taking pictures and sending them back to earth for the space scientists to analyse. The students also took part in this experiment, where we took two differently sized balls
and threw them at a plastic box filled with layers of sand to show how asteroids work.
We ended the day with helpers and volunteers of TeenTech, celebrating the success of the
event. Crown Hills won an award for the best presentation, which topped an excellent day.
TeenTech was a nice way to incorporate STEM subjects, to inspire us as the future generation
and allowed us to explore different career options. We can’t wait for the next one!
(Written by Zaemah Raidan - 9H)
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CAREERS
I would like to provide you with information about some of the Careers Education,
Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) activities that have taken place over a busy first
term so far at Crown Hills Community College.

WORK EXPERIENCE
In October, Year 10 students began the process of finding work experience placements. The
two-week period will take place next year from the 15th to the 27th of June 2020. Students
have been requested to source their own placement wherever possible.

LEICESTERSHIRE CARES INTERVIEW TECHNIQUE
This project aims to bridge the gap between education and the world of work
for Year 10 and Year 11 students in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, giving
students the opportunity to have a realistic job interview with a volunteer from
one of Leicestershire Cares’ business members. After their interview, each student receives
valuable feedback from their interviewer as to what they did well and how they could
improve. Our most recent event took place on Tuesday 17th September 2019 at CHCC, where
24 business volunteers interviewed 252 Year 11 students. During the morning, two students
who were interested in a career in law were interviewed by solicitors from Knights PLC. Both
the students and volunteers found that having similar career interests enhanced their interview experience. The students found it very beneficial to be interviewed by a volunteer in
the career they would like to pursue as
they could ask specific questions about
their experiences and how to enter the
law sector.
“It helped me to gain an overview of how
I could be interviewed for a job that I
would perhaps do in the future, and I
was able to ask question specifically relating
towards it.” (Y11 Student)
“She gave me tips on how to do the job
I plan on doing in the future and she told
her me her experience of how a courthouse
feels.” (Y11 Student)
The volunteers from Knights PLC agreed
that they were able to provide more detailed
feedback and information to the students and enjoyed speaking to those who wanted to pursue
a career in the same field as themselves. They felt that these students benefitted from their
knowledge and career experience. “It helps to give the student a better idea of what life is like
in practice (as opposed to what they may think the job will entail based on what they have
seen on the telly etc.). It also enables the student to ask more refined questions and for the
conversation to progress fluidly as they are keen to find out more when it is a career that they
are interested in.” (Volunteer - Knights PLC)
Mrs S Squires (Careers Adviser)
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POST 16 CAREERS EVENING
Our annual Post 16 Careers Information Evening took place on Thursday, 22nd October, where
we welcomed both Year 10 and Year 11 students and their parents to the school, with over 25
colleges, universities, training providers and employers offering advice and guidance to our
Year 11 students. It was a fantastic evening and our students and their parents really appreciated the
chance to find out about such a
wide range of opportunities. This
event is the starting point for our
students to really begin thinking
about their future choices and
so to be able to talk to all of
these professionals under one
roof was a perfect start. Students will now be writing their
personal statements in readiness
for completion of their college
application form – ‘Positive
Steps @ 16’ (www.ps16.co.uk),
whereby they can apply to any
of the Leicestershire colleges or
training providers.

DT CAREERS SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 2019
This time last year I was rewarded for the passion and commitment that I showed in my Design and Technology lessons and
was offered an amazing opportunity. I applied for, and won,
the DT Work Experience Scholarship in Product Design. I put a
significant amount of time and effort into writing my scholarship application because I knew I would be in competition with
many other students.
Hodges & Drake Design is a highly successful company,
designing products for brands including Coca Cola, Estee
Lauder, Nescafe, Muddy Fox Mountain Bikes and Royal Mail.
Supported by Mr J Hallet, who helped me arrange the appointment and gave me a mock interview, it was amazing when the
Head Designer, Craig, offered me the placement!
During my placement, I worked in many different areas of the
design department including CAD Design, 3D modelling concept design ideas and making structural card packaging. I was
given several research tasks to complete for different product
concepts that the company are developing. I even had the
chance to design and make a 3D prototype for my own coffee
machine idea from blue foam material. I was surprised as to
just how many of the skills that we learn during DT lessons at
Crown Hills, are used by professional designers every day. This
placement has really boosted my passion and excitement for a
career in design and manufacturing.
(Written by Fatima Abib - 11L)
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SPORTS NEWS
I am delighted to update you on what has been a busy start to the academic year, as well as
tie up a few loose ends from last year.

Platinum School Games
We’re absolutely delighted to achieve Platinum School Games status
for our continued excellence in curricular and extracurricular PE and
School Sports opportunities we provide to our students. This feat can
only be achieved after 5 years of Gold status and submitting further
evidence of the work that we do. A huge thank you to our staff, students, parents and our partners for their unwavering support. I look
forward to building on this success with you all. I am extremely
pleased to see so many new Year 7s taking advantage of the opportunities that we provide. I request our parents to encourage your child to
get involved in as much of school life as is possible, especially with the
Basketball, Indoor Cricket and Badminton events just starting. Please ensure that you are
clear when activities start and finish as it is your child’s responsibility to relay the information
that is given to them from the teacher, saving inconvenience/worrying as the nights draw in earlier.

PLATINUM
LEVEL

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
Congratulations to the following
students Mohammed MALLU 8U
(100m – Gold, Javelin – Gold & Shot
- Silver) and Hira IQBAL 11C (100m –
Gold, Javelin – Gold & Shot – Gold),
who became the National Champions in Athletics for their disability
category, in their age group at the
end of the summer term. This was an
outstanding achievement for them
both, well done and keep up the
excellent effort!.

KS3 Disability Indoor Athletics
Officiated by our very own Sports Leaders, this event was held at Crown Hills and with over
200 primary school students in attendance, it was fantastic to see a fully inclusive competition. Crown Hills had 2 teams in attendance and came 3rd overall, qualifying for the Level 3
finals in the process with the aforementioned Mohammed MALLU 8U continuing to display his
high level credentials, finishing as the top visually-impaired athlete and the highest-placed
overall too. Well done to all competitors!.

Leadership
Ten of our Y10 students have completed the UK Athletics Assistant Officials Course and they
will be using this to officiate during our primary and secondary athletics competitions.
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SPORTS NEWS
Cricket
At the end of the summer term we had some great occasions in which our students were successful in
getting through to the County Finals.
Our Year 7 Boys made it through to the County Cup final but unfortunately lost to Loughborough
Grammar School. It was a great achievement to get to the final so I’m sure they will be looking to go
one better next time round and win it.
The Year 7 & Year 8 Girls played in the Regional Finals of the ‘Chance to Shine’ competition at Loughborough University. They came a respectable 5th out of 10 teams, only losing to the teams that came
1st and 3rd. Great achievement girls!. They also had the opportunity of experiencing the University’s
wonderful facilities which we hope will inspire them to attend the university.
The Year 9/10 Boys were victorious in the Regional Finals of the ‘Chance to Shine’ competition held at
Moseley Cricket Ground in Birmingham…Another great achievement!

Wimbledon
Trip 2019
Our students were fortunate enough to be able to
attend The All England Club during the Wimbledon
Championships in July, experiencing the thrill of
live sport at such a prestigious world event and
that too on centre court. Hopefully, they will have
been inspired to pick up their rackets again when
the weather is better and play for the school teams.

Indoor Athletics
The annual event held here at Crown Hills
saw us have teams in each age and gender
group. It was especially pleasing to have 2
teams of Year 7 Girls. Notable performances were for the Year 8 Boys who came 2nd
and the Year 7 Boys who came 3rd. This
should hopefully set us up for some more
success at Area Sports next summer.
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SPORTS NEWS
Table Tennis
This has continued to prove a popular sport and a successful one for our students with both KS3 and
KS4 boys and girls teams. The KS4 Boys team won the East Leicester competition and went on to the
County Finals, an extraordinary level of competition which saw our boys win the bronze medal in the
final game…Another great achievement!. It is so pleasing to see the following three students playing
for a club outside of school: Sameer SHAIKH 11H, Zakaria YUSUF 11E & Hunzala BHAMJI 11M. The 4th
member of the team was Harsh SHAH 10S. The KS3 Girls team also won the Leicester City Finals and
have qualified for the County Finals which will be held at Knighton Park Table Tennis club…good luck
girls!

Football
Our Year 9 Boys team made a significant improvement this year compared to previous seasons, a feat
accredited to their commitment by training twice a week. Despite suffering a 3-0 loss in their first
game of the group to a strong Saint Paul’s team, they quickly bounced back to win their second
game 4-1 against Judgemeadow. Goals from Isse ABDULLAHI 9O, Mouadh HAMI 9W and a brace
from Shahabas KUNIYIL 9S, along with other results in the group, meant that Crown Hills needed 1
point from their final group game against Madani Boys to secure their first appearance in the City
Semi Final.
Despite Madani having the majority of the possession, multiple saves from Mohd. Uwais BAJIBHAI 9H
kept Crown Hills in the game; however, Madani then scored with only 5 minutes left to play. The
semi-final dream appeared to be over until Zain HAKIM 8U, who was drafted in from the Year 8 team,
sent in a pinpoint cross which was met by Jawad KOULTOUMA 9L, who scored the equaliser that sent
the boys to their first semi-final. Unfortunately, in the semi-final, Crown Hills lost to a more experienced City of Leicester team. However, the squad should be proud with the progress they have made
and can hopefully continue this improvement next season.
Squad: Hamza Dahbi Mazi 9O, Omkar Chahal 9O, Mohammed Uwais Bajibhai 9H, Isse Abdullahi 9O,
Zain Makkan 9W, Mustafa Khan 9H, Shahabas Kuniyil 9N, Mouadh Hami 9W, Arsh Chhealia 9O, Umar
Virk 9L, Hudhaifa Ahmed 9R, Muhammad Sidat 9O, Mahomed Talati 9S, Jawad Koultouma 9N and
Zain Hakim 8U.
The Year 8 Boys made it through to the group stages with a convincing win against City of Leicester,
meaning our draw with Madani got us through on goal difference. Unfortunately, they lost to another
experienced team, St Paul’s, in the semi-final…Unlucky lads!
And finally, the Year 7 Boys team was kindly covered by Mr Ramshaw in my absence. He highlighted
the particular enthusiasm of the students and the improvements they had made in the games they
played. They continue to train and still have one game left to play in the new year. Keep up the enjoyment and effort boys!.
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At the end of the summer term, we held our 2nd Annual Sports Awards to celebrate the commitment
of our students and the success that they achieved as a result. It was a fantastic evening, well
received by staff, students and parents alike and one which will encourage students to have higher
aspiration both in sport and academia. Our thanks to Anthony Clarke of the GB Badminton team and
Aadil Ali, Harry Swindells and Dips Patel of Leicestershire County Cricket Club, all local professional
sportsmen, who accepted our invite to attend the event, who presented trophies to our winners and
also spoke about the commitment and dedication that is required to be a professional athlete.
The winners on the night are listed below:

• Lifetime Achievement Award - Ravi BHATT
• Sports Personality of the Year - Raj TANDEL
• Young Sports Personality of the Year - Saahil AMITKUMAR
• Sports Leader - Akash VALA
• Volunteer - Dhruv GANESH
• Sports Studies Award - Heer VINOD
• Inclusive Sports Award - Hamza SARODIA
• Team of the Year - KS4 Badminton
(Ravi BHATT, Monish CANTI, Abhi SHAH & Avi SAMPAT)

The Young Champion
Muhammed Hussain is a student at Crown Hills Community College who takes an interest in boxing and wrestling.
He attends extra-curricular sports which have given him the ability to reach the level he is at now. Learning from a
young age, he has developed in sports and now competes in different countries around the world. His dedication
and commitment to this subject has truly showed through his achievements in life.
Muhammed Hussain was just five years old when his boxing and wrestling journey began. With great passion and
great facility in these sports, he has excelled throughout the years with gold and silver medals to represent his
achievements. Continuously, over the past years, he has achieved more, obtained more and proved to the world that
nothing is impossible. If he has the time for school, boxing and wrestling, people have the time to make a change.
Moreover, he has achieved success and has been changing and improving to make his career and future as a sportsman possible. At the age of seven, he competed in the Nationals for boxing and for his hard work and effort, he
received a trophy and a certificate. He also recently received the opportunity to train with a Bhagistan coach at a
camp in Manchester.
Not long after, he competed in Peterborough in a nationwide wrestling competition. After twelve rounds of intense
competition, he gained a gold medal and the chance to compete in Bulgaria for the 2019 wrestling competition with
competitors from all around the world. His commitment and dedication inspires us to never give up and to always
work our hardest to achieve our goal.
“To achieve and reach your goals, work your hardest, show dedication, show the world what you can be,”
Muhammed said. This young man has truly excelled and proved that when you have a dream, the obstacles that get
in your way are not permanent but temporary.
(Written by Khadija Hussain 8O)
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SPORTS ACADEMY UPDATE
Since its launch in August, 2019, the Crown Hills Sports Academy aims to provide an outstanding life changing opportunity for selected students and it is a unique selling point
for our school, ultimately giving us recognition regionally.
Students from Years 7 to Year 11 are following a calendared programme of High Performance Coaching, Mentoring and Strength & Conditioning Training. I am delighted to
announce that, as a school, we have now formed significant partnerships with British
Fencing, Leicestershire County Cricket Club and Badminton England.
Our Fencing Academy is progressing well through the expert guidance of our GB National Coach, Chris Buxton with whom the academicians are learning the skills required to
compete in the discipline of Sabre. We look forward to our next school tournament in
December 2019, where Natali Uzoma is currently our defending champion. Fencing is
now being delivered within our PE curriculum in order that even more students have the
opportunity to experience this exciting, elite sport.
The Cricket Academy currently has Tejash Vinod (U19), Sanket Ratilal (U19), Raj Tandel
(U19), Zakaria Yusuf (U19), Krunal Navin (U15), Saahil Amitkumar (U15), Neel Patel (U13)
and Ayaan Khan (U12), training with Leicestershire County Cricket Club’s Youth Development Programme at Grace Road. The squad are training intensely during net sessions and
preparing for upcoming indoor ‘friendlies’ against Leicester Grammar School, which will
provide an excellent test of their ability.
Due to the strength and reach of our Badminton Academy, we are proud to enter at least
two teams in each age group for which matches will commence shortly. In June 2019, the
following academy athletes: Ayush Mukes, Ujval Savji, Raj Tandel, Krunal Navin, Saahil
Amitkumar, Tejash Vinod, Sanket Ratilal and Harsh Shah were successful in their county
trial and have been training weekly with the Leicestershire County Badminton Development Squad at Babington Academy.
All of our athletes have completed fitness tests with our partner Hybrid Performance
Strength & Conditioning, to assess their current levels of fitness. They now all have individual training programmes and have been attending fitness sessions before school to
improve their current levels, which will prove invaluable in competition.
62 student athletes currently meet the main criteria for the academy which are: outstanding
attitude, commitment, academic and sporting progress. We should all see positive
whole-school outcomes from our athletes as the academy develops. We look forward to
building on this foundation and sharing our success in the near future.
Mr J Giling (Sports Academy Manager)
To stay up to date with the Sports Academy, follow us on Twitter @CHCC_PEandSS,
and, if you are interested in ﬁnding out more about the programme, please contact:
jgiling@crownhills.leicester.sch.uk.

