
Drama Glossary  
 
 
Actor, actress 
A person who takes part in a piece of Drama is called an actor or an actress. When we do a play, 
we say that it is not real life, we are just acting it out. 
 
Aside 
A line or remark that an actor makes directly to the audience, turning aside from speech with 
other characters, to reveal underlying thoughts. In Melodrama, it is caricatured in the phrase 
"Little does s/he know...." 
 
Audience 
The people who listen to and watch the play. It is important that the actors communicate with 
the audience. 
 
Beginning 
A play should begin in an interesting way, so as to gain the audience's attention at once.  
 
Centre stage 
(Sometimes called Stage centre) This is the middle area of the stage acting area.  
  
Character 
The person you are pretending to be in the drama is called your character. When you improvise, 
you are making up your own character. When you work with a script, you are basing your 
character on what the author has created. 
 
Comedy 
A play intended to make people laugh. Comedies usually have happy endings. 
 
Communication 
Communication is essential to drama. We must communicate with the other actors, so that we all 
know what we are doing; and we must communicate with the audience, so that they can 
understand and enjoy the play. Good communication means good listening as well as good talking. 
 
Concentration 
Concentration is essential to drama. We need to "stay in character" the whole time the play is 
going on. 
 



Control 
Control is essential to drama. We need to be able to control our voices, our bodies and our 
behaviour. 
 
Co-operation 
Co-operation is essential to drama. We need to be able to work well with other people, because 
almost all drama is based on teamwork. 
 
Corpsing 
Sometimes an actor loses concentration during performance, often with an unexplained fit of the 
giggles. When this happens, the character seems to "die", so it's called corpsing. This is to be 
avoided! 
 
Cue 
In the play, a cue is a line or action from someone else that tells you it is your turn to speak or to 
do something in particular. 
 
Dialogue 
The words that characters say to each other in a play are called the dialogue.  
 
Director 
A director is a person who instructs actors in how to perform a play.  
 
Duologue 
Dialogue between two characters. 
 
Ending 
A play must end well. The ending should always be followed by silence and stillness.  
 
Enter 
When you come on to the stage, you enter.  
 
Exit 
When you go off the stage, you exit.  
 
Expression 
"It ain't what you say, it's the way that you say it." We give meaning to what we say by our tone 
of voice. We also use facial expressions and other gestures 



 
Express 
In drama, you need to express both thoughts and feelings to your audience. You must concentrate 
on the part you are playing and use your face and body to express yourself, as well as your voice. 
 
Facing the audience 
In order to communicate well, an actor must aim to face the audience as much of the time as 
possible, because we watch people's faces in order to understand them fully. 
 
Flashback 
A scene, or part of a scene, where the action is taken back to an earlier time.  
 
Gesture 
A gesture is a body movement that expresses a deliberate meaning. For example, if I shake my 
fist, I am showing that I am angry and aggressive. 
 
Improvisation 
Improvisation is making something up as you go along. When you work with other pupils to make up 
a play, you are improvising. 
 
Line 
When you have to say something in the script, it is called your line - even when it is several lines 
long! 
 
Masking 
When you stand in the way of other actors so that you hide them from the audience, you are said 
to be masking them. Masking should be avoided. 
 
Melodrama 
A highly-stylised nineteenth-century English theatrical genre, featuring stereotypical characters, 
strong moral themes and storylines with tragic consequences. 
 
Monologue 
A speech delivered by a single actor, alone on stage.  
 
Onstage 
When you are in view of the audience, you are onstage 
 



Playwright 
The author of a play is called a playwright. "Wright" is an old English word meaning "maker" - so 
play-wright = maker of plays. 
 
Plot 
The story that is told in a play is called the plot.  
 
Props 
Props are things that we take on stage to use and handle in the play. Anything we use in this way 
can be called a prop - for instance, a knife and fork, a letter, a drum, and so on. 
 
Projection 
Technique for amplifying the voice by controlled breathing from the diaphragm.  
 
Rehearsal 
This is when you practice a play before performing it to an audience.  
 
Relationship 
We talk about the relationships between characters in the play. This refers to how they get on 
together and how they feel about each other. 
 
Scene 
Just as a book is divided up into chapters, so a play is often divided up into scenes. Each scene is 
like a new chapter in the play. 
 
Scenery 
In a theatre, scenery is often used to give the audience a picture to help their imagination. For 
instance, we might have trees painted on a cloth hanging at the back of the stage to show that 
this scene takes place in a forest. 
 
Script 
A script is a play written down for actors to perform. When you perform a script, you have to 
learn the words that the playwright has written for your character. 
 
Set 
The arrangement of furniture and scenery on the stage is called the set.  
 
Sound effect 



This is a sound produced offstage to give a special effect to the drama. The sound might be made 
"live" or by playing a recording. 
 
Stage 
The area where the actors perform the play. Some stages are built up high above the audience, 
while some are simply spaces cleared on the ground. 
 
Stage direction 
A stage direction is a note in a script, which tells you that you have to perform a certain action. 
Stage directions are usually printed in brackets, sometimes also in italics. For example: [She 
opens the letter]. 
 
 


