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As well as the physical books in the school library, Crown Hills students also have access to ebooks in the 
school elibrary. Ebooks are electronic books which can be read on a smartphone, tablet or computer. They 
can be accessed from anywhere and at any time. 

To get started:
1. On your smartphone, computer or tablet at 
home, download the ePlatform by Wheelers app 
from the app store of your device or go to the 
website: https://eplatform.co/uk

2. Go to Find Libraries and search for Crown 
Hills Community College. Select Crown Hills 
Community College from the results and it will 
take you to our e-Library.

3. Sign in with your Crown Hills username and 
password – this is the same one you use to 
login to the school computers. You can now 
browse, borrow and read!

Have you tried ebooks ?

Welcome to the first edition of 
Library News. This termly newsletter 
will keep you up to date with all the 
news, reviews and events associated 
with the library. Our ambition is for 
Crown Hills to be a ‘reading school’ 
with reading for pleasure embedded 
within the culture of the college. 
Despite the current challenges pre-
sented by the coronavirus, we hope 
to ensure that reading remains at the 
heart of school life with events and 
reading challenges planned for all 
year groups to participate in over the 
rest of the school year so do keep an 
eye open for them.

Stephanie Vann
Librarian
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When Albie's mum dies, it's natural he should 
ask where she's gone. His parents are scientists 
and they usually have all the answers. Dad mut-
ters something about quantum physics and 
parallel universes, so Albie gets a box, a laptop 
and a rotting banana, and sends himself 
through time and space in search of his mum. 
What he finds may or may not be what he's 
looking for, but he does learn the answers to 
some big questions. 

This book was astonishingly amazing. The idea 
of going through parallel universes, meeting 
various forms of himself and family and friends 
is astonishing. It is a very deep story and how 
he goes through lots of universes to find his 
mother shows how much he loves/misses her. 
The atmosphere of this book is lonely but 
throughout certain events he has more fun and 
becomes less lonely. His dad is also very 
famous but Albie just wanted any normal father 
and be cared for normally. The way of how he 
actually travels through dimensions using 
science is extraordinary and how the writer 
explains in a way the reader can understand is 
nice too. The humour is based on science and 
can make you laugh that tiny bit more.

Book Review by Yusuf Musa 7I 

Mockingjay is an exciting reality-based dysto-
pia where the protagonist lives in a totalitarian/ 
bureaucratic controlling state with districts 
that range from 1 to 12 under the capitol’s 
thumb. At the start of the book, the protago-
nist Katniss Everdeen has just returned from a 
Quarter Quell Games of all the victors of the 
yearly Hunger Games. She finds out that Peeta, 
her ally, has been captured as well as a few 
other victors, and her home in district 12 has 
been bombed and destroyed. District 13, which 
the capitol claimed to have destroyed, is now a 
fully flourished world where they live under-
ground and follow a strict timetable every day. 
In this book we follow Katniss and her friends 
and family on an exciting journey filled with 
hardships and rewards. My favourite part in the 
book is where President Coin and Snow get 
what they deserve. However, as good as the 
book is and as much as I recommend it to 
people who like thrillers and adventurously 
entertaining books, there is a bit of a downside 
to it in my opinion due to the fact that there are 
too many deaths and there are not that many 
happy times. If I was the author, I would change 
the ending and make it happy.

Book Review by Halley Noor Mcleod 8N

The Many Worlds of Albie Bright
by Christopher Edge

Mockingjay (Hunger Games #3)
by Suzanne Collins
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CHCC Top 10 Current
Most Borrowed Books

6 7 8 9 10

CHCC Most Active
Form Groups by Number

of Students Reading

Yr 7 – 7U

Yr 8 – 8R and 8O (joint)

Yr 9 – 9U

Yr 10 – 10R

Yr 11 – 11O, 11H and 11S (joint)

1. Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by J.K. Rowling 

2. Gangsta Granny by David Walliams 

3. A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

4. Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell 

5. Maze Runner by James Dashner 

6. Demon Dentist by David Walliams 

7. Divergent by Veronica Roth

8. The Blood of Olympus by Rick Riordan 

9. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days by Jeff Kinney 

10. Bad Dad by David Walliams

Hamzah Abukar 7U

Aisha Manjothi 8L

Aliya Shaikh 9H

Maleeha Raja 10C

Rabya Patel 11C

Yr 7

Yr 8

Yr 9

Yr 10

Yr 11

CHCC Most Active Readers
by Number of Books Borrowed

(Physical and E-Books)



To get started:
1. On your smartphone, computer or tablet at 
home, download the ePlatform by Wheelers app 
from the app store of your device or go to the 
website: https://eplatform.co/uk

2. Go to Find Libraries and search for Crown 
Hills Community College. Select Crown Hills 
Community College from the results and it will 
take you to our e-Library.

3. Sign in with your Crown Hills username and 
password – this is the same one you use to 
login to the school computers. You can now 
browse, borrow and read!

9 FOR 9 book challenge

Reading Rampage
Virtual Author Event

Between October and January, Year 9 students at 

Crown Hills Community College are taking part in 

the 9 for 9 Book Challenge organised by Creative 

Learning Services. The shortlisted books have been 

selected by librarians at Creative Learning Services 

specifically for their appeal to Year 9 students. 

They include a variety of genres and styles from 

mystery and thriller to humour and history, and 

tackle a number of themes including conflict, prej-

udice, identity, mental health and environmental 

concerns. We hope these books will inspire our 

students, encourage empathy and develop their 

awareness of different authors and genres.

Copies of all of the books are available to borrow 

from the school library. They will be exclusively 

available to year 9 students during the chal-

lenge. If you wish to request one of these books 

in advance to pick up on your next library day, 

please use the click and collect service by 

emailing the librarian, Miss Vann.

On 3rd November, 24 students from year 8 
participated in a virtual author event with 
Tom Mitchell, author of ‘How to Rob a 
Bank’, one of the shortlisted books for 
Reading Rampage 2020. This event was a 
great opportunity for the students to 
engage with a published author. They 
heard about the inspiration for his book, 
his experience with the publishing pro-
cess, and a number of funny anecdotes, 
followed by a question and answer 
session with questions submitted by 
students of participating schools. We 
hope that other events of this nature 
may be held in the future.

Hamzah Abukar 7U

Aisha Manjothi 8L

Aliya Shaikh 9H

Maleeha Raja 10C

Rabya Patel 11C

CHCC Most Active Readers
by Number of Books Borrowed

(Physical and E-Books)



When midnight struck, marking the arrival of the 

cursed day, the curtain of dark grey clouds in the 

sky were drawn open to reveal the glistening 

moon, casting down a ray of light on the town 

giving them a glimmer of hope of the return of 

their loved ones. The night sky has hit its peak, a 

plain black abyss with only the moon in sight, 

enclosed the town into a dome of uncertainty and 

solitude. Howling as if in pain the wind tormented 

the townspeople with its merciless gusts of 

torture punishing them for their unforgivable 

crimes.

A day that was once known for joy and festivity 

turned into a day of mourning and regret. The 

cursed day. The day of remorse. October 31st. 

formerly known as Halloween but it was on this 

day that it all went wrong.

Many moons ago, adorning the night sky were 

several of the most magnificent hypnotising 

specks of light. The sweet melody of laughter 

filled the air, passing on from person to person. 

The atmosphere was invaded by the delicious 

aroma of pumpkin pie and candy corn. All the 

townspeople gathered to engage in tonight’s 

festivities but behind the curtain of stars were 

ominous inscriptions of what was to come.

Awaiting the arrival of the mayor, the town’s 

council nervously paced back and forth wonder-

ing what to do. As the room grew quieter, the 

tension in the room grew thicker all the sounds in 

the room became amplified as they bounced off 

the walls reverberating ear to ear. An eerie silence 

settled in the air; worry made itself home in the 

pit of their stomachs. The sound of heavy 

footsteps approached them, breaking the agoniz-

ing silence. Rumours of the news awaiting them 

were whispered around the room, the room 

became buzzing with noise as the chatter spread. 

Once again, the room grew quiet as the slam of 

an ancient book covered in dust like a shroud on 

a corpse, resonated through the air, silencing 

everyone. The previous feelings of worry and fear 

reignited in them causing their anxiety to grow 

like fire.

The mayor narrated what seemed like a product 

of fiction, an old tale to frighten impressionable 

people, folklore made to preserve the ghostly 

spirits of Halloween. As he read, he held an 

incredulous look on his face showing that he 

didn’t believe this for a second and nor should we, 

but the further he read, the more his voice 

wavered, the more fear grew in his eyes, the more 

his face morphed into one of panic. As the towns 

people saw his alarmed expression their face 

started to mirror his. The ancient dusty book was 

believed to be a myth and out of this world, no 

one ever thought it to be true. The worn-out 

pages declared what was known to be the truth, 

engraved on the pages were predictions of the 

future which were ones of legitimacy, yet some 

questioned its authenticity. Parents would often 

narrate bedtime stories to their children about a 

book like this one, but no one believed it was real 

until now. The book claimed that on this very 

night something awful will happen, imprinted on 

the pages were:

“take this as fair warning, on Halloween night the 

most tragic of events will pass. The most ungodly, 

deadly, spine chilling creatures of the night will 

rise to take back what is theirs. The blood sucking 

vampires will abduct your loved ones to replenish 

their hunger, the evil cackling witches will beguile 

your family and trap them into an eternity of 

insanity, the half man half wolf will tear up your kin 

leaving them to rot. The book doesn’t lie, listen to 

the prophecy or pay the price”

The towns council were frightened beyond belief 

all of them prepared to spread the news and keep 

their friends and family safe, they were in a state 

of panic, the town hall became a place of pande-

monium, all of them in a rush to get to safety, all 

of them except one: the mayor. As the town coun-

cil were about to leave the mayor stopped them, 

they all halted and turned around ready to listen. 

He was quite a persuasive man and did not want 

the Halloween festivities to be stopped for the 

sake of the money spent on the celebration. He 

alone decided that Halloween will go on as usual 

due to his hunger for money, all the while convinc-

ing and reassuring the others that this was 

nonsense and no such thing could be true even 

though, deep down he knew a calamity was 

approaching.

And so, they listened to him, they were held 

captive by his spew of lies, they put several lives 

at stake just because of the false promises of one 

man. The townspeople continued with their 

celebrations unbeknownst to the fact that it 

would be their last, the towns council kept the 

secret and closed the book, carrying on as usual. 

They went out trick or treating, relishing in the 

delectable candy, telling ghost stories but as the 

clock struck twelve, just as the prophecy foretold, 

one by one the events unfolded ending the festiv-

ities with the most blood curdling screams, horri-

fying deaths and the cries of the townspeople 

begging for mercy.

Now every year on this cursed day, October 31st, 

When the clock strikes twelve and the night is 

completely silent it is believed that the screams of 

those who suffered the catastrophe are still heard 

as a reminder of the evil in this world. The survi-

vors of the day of remorse come together to com-

memorate their loved ones, they beg and pray for 

forgiveness and still have hope in their hearts that 

those taken will return to them. 

The day of remorse                          

by Sabiqa Noor 10H



This Months Recomended Reads....
Year

7

Year
8

Year
9

Year
10

Year
11

Frozen Charlotte – Alex Bell

Where The World Ends – Geraldine McCaughrean

Dunvegan School for Girls has been closed for many years. Converted into a family 
home, the teachers and students are long gone. But they left something behind... 
Sophie arrives at the old schoolhouse to spend the summer with her cousins. Brooding 
Cameron with his scarred hand, strange Lillias with a fear of bones and Piper, who 
seems just a bit too good to be true. And then there's her other cousin. The girl with a 
room full of antique dolls. The girl that shouldn't be there. The girl that died.

Available from the school library and as an e-book.

Every summer Quill and his friends are put ashore on a remote sea stack to hunt birds. 
But this summer, no one arrives to take them home. Surely nothing but the end of the 
world can explain why they've been abandoned – cold, starving and clinging to life, in 
the grip of a murderous ocean. How will they survive?

Available from the school library and as an e-book.

Long Way Down – Jason Reynolds
After Will's brother is shot in a gang crime, he knows the next steps. Don't cry. Don't 
snitch. Get revenge. So he gets in the lift with Shawn's gun, determined to follow The 
Rules. Only when the lift door opens, Buck walks in, Will's friend who died years ago. 
And Dani, who was shot years before that. As more people from his past arrive, Will has 
to ask himself if he really knows what he's doing.

Available from the school library and as an e-book.

Am I Normal Yet? – Holly Bourne
All Evie wants is to be normal. And now that she's almost off her meds and at a new 
college where no one knows her as the-girl-who-went-nuts, there's only one thing left 
to tick off her list... But relationships can mess with anyone's head - something Evie's 
new friends Amber and Lottie know only too well. The trouble is, if Evie won't tell them 
her secrets, how can they stop her making a huge mistake? 

Available from the school library and as an e-book.

The Boy Who Flew – Fleur Hitchcock
When his friend, Mr Chen, is murdered, Athan Wilde must stop the flying machine they 
were building from falling into the wrong hands. But keeping the machine safe puts his 
family in terrible danger. Athan faces a dreadful choice – flight or family?  Which one will 
he pick?

Available from the school library and as an e-book.
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