KEY STAGE 4
CURRICULUM AND OPTIONS
2021

Welcome to our Key Stage 4 Courses booklet.
This will help you understand the compulsory and optional
subjects available at Crown Hills.
The National Curriculum in England dictates the subjects that
students study. When you go into Key Stage 4, you have some choice
as to what subjects you take. This booklet is about those choices.
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Compulsory Subjects:
Subject
English
Maths
Science
PSHE
PE
PRE

No. of lessons Yr10
Description
5
English Language & English Literature
5
GCSE Mathematics
5
Double or Triple. 60 students will be selected for Triple Science
1
Personal, Social and Health Education in Lifeskills lessons
3
Core PE
Some PRE themes are covered within Lifeskills

No. of lessons Yr11
5
5
5
3

Optional Subjects (you will take 4 of these):
You will choose from the following blocks:

Blocks A and B:

2 subjects from: History, Geography, French, PRE* or Citizenship*

(*A combination of PRE and Citizenship is not allowed)

Block C:

1 subject from: Dance, Drama, Music, Art, Sport, ICT

(*Art cannot be taken with Graphics, Textiles or 3 D Design)

Block D:

1 subject from: Graphics, Textiles, Food and Nutrition, 3D Deisgn, Photography, Sport, ICT

Frequently Asked Questions
What do I need to know? Start by reading this booklet carefully. Make sure you understand what choices you have to make.
Think about which subjects you enjoy, and which you are successful at.
Where else can I get information? It is most important that you talk to people:
• Talk to your subject teachers
• Talk to your Life Skills teacher and Careers adviser
• Talk to your form tutor – he or she will be able to give you some guidance on where your strengths are
• Talk to your family / carers – they know you!
Use these conversations and research to inform your decision.
How do I choose?
You will fill in a paper or an online form where you indicate the subjects you want to study in each block.
There is a paper form to practise on.
There are a limited number of spaces in every optional subject.
Therefore, you will need to think carefully about how you choose all choices.
You are likely to receive a second choice out of your 4 options – you must be prepared to take a second choice.
What is the deadline for completing my online Options form?
The deadline for completing the form is Thursday 15th April.
Any forms submitted after this date will be marked as late.
This means it is less likely that you will get your first choices.
Can I change my mind later on? No! The combination of subjects, students and teachers is complicated and extremely
difficult to change. Please think carefully about your choices before you complete your form!
What is the EBacc (English Baccalaureate)?
This is where you achieve grades 9-5 in English Lang, Maths, 2 or 3 Sciences, MfL, plus History OR Geography.
It doesn’t gain you a certificate, but it is recognised by colleges, universities and employers as a strong mark of success.
Some universities like applicants to have it as an achievement.

3

Options Progression

Here are some suggestions linking course choices and careers.
(Careers are important, but aren’t the only reason to choose a subject).
All careers and employment demand good standards in the core subjects of Maths and English.

CAREER

SUBJECTS

Art and Design careers/Photography/Animation

Art/Product Design/ICT

Fashion and Textiles

Textiles

Hair and Beauty

Art / Science

Creative Print/News/Magazines/Journalism

Product Design/Art

Film/TV/Journalism/Marketing/Advertising

Art /Foreign Languages useful

Music and Performance Industries/Dance/Musical Theatre

Music/Performing Arts

Motor trades

Core subjects of Maths/English/Science

Transport and Logistics

Geography/ICT and Sciences can be useful

Construction Trades like carpentry etc.

Resistant Materials /Maths and English

Town Planning/Air Trafﬁc Control

Geography

Travel and Tourism/Conservation/Surveying

Geography

Food and Nutrition/Hospitality /Chefs

Food

Tourism/Journalism/Civil Service/Hotel work

French

Air Steward

Geography / Languages / Food

Librarian/Tourist Guide/Archaeologist

History

Politics/Museums/Genealogist

History

Full range of Professional Science based careers

Triple Science

Medical /Conservation/Zoology/Engineering/ Architecture/ Aerospace

Triple Science

Animal Welfare

Triple Science

Countryside and Wildlife

Triple Science/Geography

Immigration/Security Forces/Education

French

Legal careers

Any subjects but History and Foreign Languages can be useful

Armed Services and Police

English and Maths. MfL useful

Childcare / Health Care/NHS Careers/Social Work/Housing

Science. Triple Science usually needed for professional levels of NHS

Sports Professions/Outdoor Pursuits

Sport

Information Technology: Software and Hardware/IT Technician

ICT

Gaming

ICT/Art

Web Design/Graphic Design/Product Design

ICT/Art/Product Design

3D Design/Product Design/Graphic Design

Product Design/Art

Accountancy/E Commerce/Small Business/Finance

ICT

Investment/Banking/Marketing/Sales

ICT
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Life Skills - Citizenship

Qualiﬁcation: OCR GCSE Citizenship
Status: Optional (Block B)
Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1

Citizenship is an exciting course where you learn and debate about local, national and global issues
(e.g. citizen’s rights, the Iraq war, Palestinian/Israel conflict, terrorism, the age of criminal responsibility, the Hillsborough disaster, dangerous dogs, independence, the role of the media, the economy and
who should get what and why, the work of charities and pressure groups). It can help you to move on
and study A Levels in Citizenship, Law or Politics and even on to Higher Education.

What you will study:
1. Rights, the law and the legal system in England and Wales.
2. Democracy and government.
3. The UK and the wider world.

Assessments/Coursework:
There are regular end of unit assessments that let pupils and parents know about progress and how
to improve. In year 11, there is a 100% exam which includes
25% Multiple choice questions on Citizenship: where the answer is already there, you just need to
find the right one.
50% Citizenship in action: where you plan and complete a practical project aimed at delivering a
benefit or change for others in society i.e. refugees, the homeless
25% Our rights, our society and our world: Question types: multiple-choice, short answer,
source-based questions and essays.

You will learn through:
•
•
•
•
•

Written exercises
Use of ICT (YouTube clips, the media)
Practical Assignments/Activities
Group discussion
Preparing and making presentations

For further information see:
Ms Mohamed in the Exploration Zone.
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DT - 3D Design

Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block C) 3 lessons per week*
Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1

What you will study:
2D communication techniques and the use of associated materials such as pencils, ink for sketching
and technical drawing techniques, paper collage, CAD, cut and stencil work and photography to
record stimulus or source material, communicate ideas and develop ideas for final outcomes.
3D modelling, testing, development and ultimately realisation of final outcomes in areas including
lighting, storage, jewellery, sculpture and architectural modelling using techniques like traditional
wood joinery, shaping and finishing with hand tools, enamelling, braising, heat forming, vacuum forming and lathe work with materials like natural timbers and man-made boards, non-ferrous metals like
brass copper and aluminium and polymers like acrylic, polystyrene and polypropylene

Assessments/Coursework:
Unit 1 (portfolio) = 60% of your final mark is made up of 2 assessed coursework projects which are
completed via class/homework tasks in Y10 and the first term of Y11- EVERYTHING COUNTS!
Unit 2 (externally set task) =40% of your final mark is from the terminal exam. The exam is a practical
project with marks coming from in class preparation work and a concluding un-aided 10 hour exam.
In both units you are assessed on your ability to provide evidence of drawing and written annotation.
Course work subjects are demanding in terms of quality and quantity of work and suit students with
passion and creativity.

You will learn through:
Recording interesting design opportunities from observation of the world around us using different
materials - this could be anything from a written description to a drawing or a photograph.
Analysing and studying the work of iconic and influential artists, artisans and designers, both past
and contemporary, and responding to this stimulus.
Analysing and responding to a wider range of stimulus including client centred design briefs, social
or environmental design problems or market trends and business opportunities
Experimenting with 2D and 3D communication techniques and associated materials relevant to the
stimulus, brief, problem or opportunity.
Developing the ability to generate creative and unique design ideas and produce high quality final
outcomes in areas of study or product types associated with a career in 3d design from craft based
“cottage” industry to industrial product design!
*Showing commitment to this subject outside of lesson times is beneficial to achieving the best
possible grades. Completing homework, attending regular lunchtime and after school sessions is
expected in order to reach your full potential.

For further information see:
Mr Duval/ Mrs Dexter/ Mrs O’ Sullivan
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DT - Food Preparation and Nutrition
Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional: 3 lessons per week (Block D)
Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1
What you will study:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nutrition
Food provenance and food choice
Cooking and food preparation
Macro and Micro nutrients and the importance of nutrition
Nutrients and their structures in common foods
Functions of ingredients
Processes and practical skills
Health and safety
Product analysis

Assessments/Coursework:
Assessment 3 units: All completed in year 11
Food Preparation and Nutrition (01) – 1 hour and 30 minute written examination (50% of the GCSE)
Food Investigation task (02) or (03) – (15% of the GCSE)
Food Preparation task (04) – (35% of the GCSE)

You will learn through:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Designing and making skills.
Make/modify food products for specified occasions or groups of people.
Evaluate work produced for its suitability and aesthetic appeal.
Practical tasks – developing new skills – experimenting with ingredients
Mini projects designing new products
Use ICT to analyse and develop products

Please note: Food Technology does involve a large amount practical work and it will be necessary for
students to source and purchase ingredients on a weekly basis in order to participate in the practical
sessions. Students will also need to purchase an A3 presentation folder for their coursework.

For further information see:
Mrs Clayton

7

DT - Graphic Communication
Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block C) 3 lessons per week*
Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1
What you will study:
• 2D communication techniques and the use of associated materials such as pencils, ink, paper collage,
vector CAD, Photoshop CAD, cut and stencil work and pattern printing to record stimulus or source
material, communicate ideas and develop final outcomes in areas like typography, illustration, branding or advertising.
• 3D modelling, testing, development and ultimately realisation of final outcomes in areas including 3d
advertising, 3d communication graphics and product packaging via techniques like sculpture, scale
modelling or net design with materials like corrugated card, kaft board and foam core or vacuum
forming, line bending or fabrication with sheet form thermoplastic polymers like acrylic.

Assessments/Coursework:
Unit 1 (portfolio) = 60% of your final mark is made up of 2 assessed coursework projects which are
completed via class/ homework tasks in Y10 and the first term of Y11- EVERYTHING COUNTS!
Unit 2 (externally set task) =40% of your final mark is from the terminal exam. The exam is a practical
project with marks coming from in class preparation work and a concluding un-aided 10 hour exam.
In both units you are assessed on your ability to provide evidence of drawing and written annotation.
Course work subjects are demanding in terms of quality and quantity of work and suit students with
passion and creativity.

You will learn through:
• Recording interesting design opportunities from observation of the world around us using different
materials -this could be anything from a written description to a drawing or a photograph.
• Analysing and studying the work of iconic and influential artists, artisans and designers, both past
and contemporary, and responding to this stimulus.
• Analysing and responding to a wider range of stimulus including client centred design briefs, social
or environmental design problems or market trends and business opportunities
• Experimenting with 2D and 3D communication techniques and associated materials relevant to the
stimulus, brief, problem or opportunity.
• Developing the ability to generate creative and unique design ideas and produce high quality final
outcomes in areas of study or product types associated with a career in 3d design from craft based
“cottage” industry to industrial product design!
*Showing commitment to this subject outside of lesson times is beneficial to achieving the best possible
grades. Completing homework, attending regular lunchtime and after school sessions is expected in
order to reach your full potential.

For further information see:
Mr Hallett or Mr Marston.
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DT Textiles
Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block C) 3 lessons per week*
Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1
What you will study:
This vibrant and dynamic GCSE that is 100% coursework allows you to show off all your hands on
practical skills through art and design. This specification will provide you will a range of creative, exciting and stimulating opportunities to develop and explore textile design. You will learn and develop
skills in art textiles, fashion design and illustration, costume design, constructed textiles, printed and
dyed textiles, surface pattern, stitched and/or embellished textiles, soft furnishings and/or textiles for
interiors, digital textiles and installed textiles. We will inspire you to bring out your own personal interests whilst equipping you with skills to continue the subject further with confidence.

Assessments/Coursework:
Unit 1 (portfolio) = 60% of your final mark is made up of 2 assessed coursework projects which are
completed via class/ homework tasks in Year 10 and the first term of Year 11.
The portfolio component is split into four parts;
AO1: Developing ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
AO2: Refine your work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media,
materials, techniques and processes.
AO3: Recording ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.
AO4: Presenting a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates.
Unit 2 (externally set task) = 40% of your final mark is from the terminal exam. The exam is a practical
project with marks coming from in class preparation work and a concluding un-aided 10-hour exam.
In both units you are assessed on your ability to provide evidence of drawing and written annotation.
Course work subjects are demanding in terms of quality and quantity of work and suit students with
passion and creativity.

You will learn:
You will learn and demonstrate various techniques and processes in weaving, felting, stitching,
applique and printing. You will learn how textile design can be communicated through the use of figurative and non-figurative representations, stylisation, simplification, surface embellishment, constructional considerations and imaginative interpretation. You will understand the visual and tactile
elements, such as colour, line, form, tone, texture, shape, pattern and repetition. You will undertake
two components, comprising of a ‘Portfolio’ selected from the course of study and an ‘Externally set
assignment’. Examples of titles include; texture, the elements and wearable art.

For further information see:
Mrs Sagoo / Mrs Mason
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DT Photography
Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block C) 3 lessons per week
Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry:
9-1
What you will study:
Photography is about recording aspects of the world to communicate a message or meaning. This
relatively new GCSE choice will encourage your exploration of photography as an artistic medium.
You will be given an opportunity to experiment with many different genres of photography including
portrait (selfies), fashion, landscape, urban street photography, documentary, food and macro (close
up) photography. Because of the variety this course has to offer, you will study specific skills and
considerations required to take successful photographs in each genre. Meaning this GCSE course is
100% coursework!

Assessments/Coursework:
Unit 1 (portfolio) = 60% of your final mark is made up of 2 assessed coursework projects which are
completed via class/ homework tasks in Y10 and the first term of Y11- EVERYTHING COUNTS!
Unit 2 (externally set task) =40% of your final mark is from the terminal exam. The exam is a practical
project with marks coming from in class preparation work and a concluding un-aided 10 hour exam.
In both units you are assessed on your ability to provide evidence of drawing and written annotation.
Course work subjects are demanding in terms of quality and quantity of work and suit students
with passion and creativity.

You will learn through:
Recording knowledge of photography opportunities from observation of the world around us using
different methods of using a digital camera.
Analysing and studying the work of iconic and influential photographers & artists by composing
similar pieces.
Analysing and responding to a wider range of stimulus including live projects from social or environmental advertising or market trends and business opportunities.
Experimenting with 2D visual communication techniques which focus on lighting, aperture, depth
of field and shutter speeds.
Opportunities for further study/careers by combining photography modules with your favourite
subjects, you could have a career in medical science, digital marketer, visual merchandiser, architecture,
or maybe, even become a social media influencer!
*Showing commitment to this subject outside of lesson times is beneficial to achieving the best possible
grades. Completing homework, attending regular lunchtime and after school sessions is expected in
order to reach your full potential.

For further information see:
Mrs O’Sullivan.
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English
Qualiﬁcation: 2 GCSEs
Status: Compulsory 5 lessons per week
in Yr10 and Yr11
Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry: There is only one tier of entry.
Grades 9-1
What you will study:
• Shakespeare – Macbeth
• AQA Poetry Anthology
• Selection of other poetry
• A 19th century novel – A Christmas Carol
• A 20th century play – An Inspector Calls
• Non-fiction texts
• Writing for different audiences and purposes
• How to deliver an effective talk

Assessments/Coursework:
• There are no controlled assessments or coursework pieces.
• Both Language and Literature are 100% examination.
• You will sit two exams for English Language – each is one hour and 45 minutes and each is
worth 50%.
• You will sit two exams for English Literature – one lasting one hour and 45 minutes and worth 40%
(Shakespeare and 19th prose), the other lasting two hours and 15 minutes and worth 60% (Poetry
and 20th century prose/drama)
• All examinations will be sat at the end of Year 11.
• You will experience mock examinations in both Year 10 and Year 11.

You will learn through:
•
•
•
•
•

Drama and debate.
Reading a variety of texts.
Writing a variety of responses for varied audiences.
Exploring and applying analytical skills.
Looking at models of best writing.

For further information see:
Mrs Owen.
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Art
Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block C) 3 lessons per week*
Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1

What you will study:
• 2D recording/drawing techniques and the use of associated materials such as pencils, ink, paper
collage, watercolours, oil pastels, stencil work, mono printing and acrylic paint. These will be used to
record stimulus or source material, communicate ideas and develop final outcomes.
• 3D modelling, testing, development and ultimately realisation of ideas through mixed media collage,
card sculpture/manipulation and clay.
Development of projects, ideas and techniques by developing new skills such as printmaking (Lino
and collagraph), sculpture, photography.

Assessments/Coursework:
Unit 1 (portfolio) = 60% of your final mark is made up of 2 assessed coursework projects which are
completed via class/ homework tasks in Y10 and the first term of Y11- EVERYTHING COUNTS!
Unit 2 (externally set task) =40% of your final mark is from the terminal exam. The exam is a practical
project with marks coming from in class preparation work and a concluding un-aided 10 hour exam.
In both units you are assessed on your ability to provide evidence of drawing and written annotation.
Course work subjects are demanding in terms of quality and quantity of work and suit students with
passion and creativity.

You will learn through:
• Recording from observation using different materials for example drawing media, paints, digital
photography as well as written observations.
• Analysing and studying the work of artists, crafts people and designers both historic and contemporary,
you will respond to this stimulus both visually and through written annotations.
• Experimenting with 2D and 3D communication techniques and associated materials relevant to the
stimulus, learning new skills and mastering your chosen techniques.
• Developing the ability to generate creative and unique ideas, artwork and high quality final outcome
in your chosen specialist material and techniques.
*Showing commitment to this subject outside of lesson times is beneficial to achieving the best possible
grades. Completing homework, attending regular lunchtime and after school sessions is expected in
order to reach your full potential.

For further information see:
Mrs Hallett
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Dance
Qualiﬁcation: BTEC (Pearson)
Status: Optional (Block C) 3 lessons per week*
Tiers of entry:
Level 1 / Level 2 (Level 2 Pass = 5, merit = 6
and Distinction = 7, Distinction * = 7)

What you will study:
The knowledge and skills required to perform solo and group dances will be developed through practical Contemporary technique and choreography classes, observation, analysis and evaluation. You
will learn to record development and progress and to reflect upon your own professional practice.
You will develop skills that allow you to perform your own dances.

Assessments/Coursework:
Component 1:
In Component 1 you will research and understand three different styles of Dance You will; attend practical workshops in all three styles and write notes on the production elements of the performances;
you will also observe many professional examples of these works.
Assessment work – Presentation of knowledge learnt towards the end of the year once Component
1 and 2 are completed.
Component 2:
In Component 2 you will practically develop your performing skills and techniques through workshops and live performances.
Assessment work – A performance to a live audience of one style of Dance studied. A logbook of
written evidence that shows understanding and progression.
Component 3:
In Component 3 you will take part in a group performance of Dance that will focus on a given stimulus
set by the examining board.

Future career pathways include:
Dance teacher
Choreographer
Yoga/Pilates instructor
Performer
Dance/Physical therapist
Performance photographer/videographer
Fitness instructor

For further information see:
Ms Bradshaw
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Drama

Qualiﬁcation: BTEC
Status: Optional (Block C) 3 lessons per week*
Tiers of entry:
Level 1 / Level 2 (Level 2 Pass = 5, merit = 6 and Distinction = 7, Distinction * = 7)
What you will study:
The content of this course has been designed to allow students to develop their practical, theoretical
and analytical skills. The focus of creativity, communication and culture runs through student work
from KS3 to KS4. Their deconstruction of live theatre, devised theatre and published texts strengthens their deeper understanding of the performing arts.

Assessments/Coursework:
In Component 1 you will research and understand three different styles of Drama You will; attend
practical workshops in all three styles and write notes on the production elements of the performances; you will also observe many professional examples of these works.
Assessment work – Presentation of knowledge learnt towards the end of the year once Component 1
and 2 are completed.
In Component 2 you will practically develop your performing skills and techniques through workshops and live performances.
Assessment work – A performance to a live audience of one style of Drama studied. A logbook of
written evidence that shows understanding and progression.
In Component 3 you will take part in a group performance of Drama that will focus on a given stimulus set by the examining board.

Future career pathways include:
Actor/Presenter/Voice Over
Drama therapist
Television/Theatre Crew
Teacher/Researcher
Playwright
Director
Producer
Lighting/Sound/Costume Designer
Lawyer

For further information see:
Mrs Boyce, Ms Bradbury or Miss Bradshaw
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Music

Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block C) 3 lessons per week*
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1
What you will study:
Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices focuses on understanding structural forms and devices
across a variety of genres and styles from the Western Classical Tradition 1650-1910.
Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble learners develop understanding of sonority and texture through
listening to and/or performing examples from chamber music, musical theatre, jazz and blues.
Area of study 3: Film Music learners will develop an understanding of film music including the use of
timbre, tone colour and dynamics for effect.
Area of study 4: Popular Music learners will develop an understanding of popular music: pop, rock,
bhangra and fusion (of different styles).

Assessments/Coursework:
Performing
Total duration of performances: 4-6 minutes - internally assessed and externally moderated (30% of
qualification).
All learners are required to perform a minimum of two pieces.
At least one must be as part of an ensemble performance lasting one minute. The other piece(s) may
be performed either solo and/or as part of an ensemble. The use of music technology and improvisation is accepted within both solo and ensemble performances.
Composing
Total duration of compositions: 3-6 minutes - internally assessed and externally moderated (30% of
qualification).
Learners must submit two compositions with a total playing time of between 3-6 minutes.
Appraising
Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes (40% of qualification)
This examination will assess knowledge and understanding of music through the four areas of study.
This component is assessed via a listening examination. Eight questions in total, two on each of the
four areas of study.

You will learn through:
An integrated approach to the three skills of performing, composing and appraising through the four
interrelated areas of study, highlighting the importance of the relationship between composer,
performer and audience.
The four areas of study are designed to develop knowledge and understanding of music through the
study of a variety of genres and styles in a wider context.
If you take Music you will also have the opportunity to gain extra qualifications in any of the following
instruments – Bass Guitar, Bassoon, Clarinet, Dhol, Drum Kit, Electronic Keyboard, Flute, Guitar,
Pitched Percussion, Saxophone, Trumpet or other Brass instrument and Violin.

For further information see:
Mr Allison or Mr Singh

15

Music Btec

Qualiﬁcation:
BTEC Level1/Level 2 First Award in Music
Status: Optional (Block C) 3 lessons per week*
Tiers of entry:
Level 1/ Level 2 First Award in Music (equivalent to GCSE 9-1)

What you will study:
•
•
•
•

The Music Industry.
Managing a Music Product.
Music Production and composing.
Solo and ensemble performing.

Assessments/Coursework:
The course will have a mixture of external and internal assessment. If successful, the qualification you
gain will be equivalent to a GCSE 9-4 grade. You will receive a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.

You will learn through:
•
•
•
•

Exploring the Music Industry and music genres.
Learning how to create a music recording and producing a CD.
Preparing music for a live performance, on your own and in a group.
Practicing at least one musical instrument of your choice and using music technology.

If you take Music you will also have the opportunity to gain extra qualifications in any of the following
instruments – Bass Guitar, Bassoon, Clarinet, Dhol, Drum Kit, Electronic Keyboard, Flute, Guitar,
Pitched Percussion, Saxophone, Trumpet or other Brass instrument and Violin.

For further information see:
Mr Allison or Mr Singh
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French
Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block A or B) 3 lessons per week

Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry:
Foundation (Grades 1-5) & Higher (Grades 4-9)
What you will study:
• Identity and culture: family, free time, festivals, technology, etc...
• Local and global: town, health, holidays, environment, charity, etc...
• School and work: school life, studies, careers, etc...

Assessments/Coursework:
There will be 4 exams at the end of Y11, each counting for 25% of the final grade.
• Listening: 35-45min 8 small tasks: tick boxes, multiple choices, answering questions, etc...
• Speaking: 7-12 min role play, picture based discussion, conversation on 2 themes
• Reading: 45-60 min 8 small tasks: tick boxes, multiple choice, etc..., translation into English
• Writing: 1h-1h15 message, 40 words (Found. only), structured task, 90 words, translation into
French, open ended task, 150 words (Higher only)

You will learn through:
• Listening, Reading and Writing activities
• Speaking in the target language in the classroom
• Games and ICT
• Exam style tasks

For further information see:
Mrs Preston, Mrs Baker or Ms Marchenay
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Geography
Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block A or B) 3 lessons per week
Exam Board: OCR
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1

This qualification is designed for students to develop an interest an understanding of places, the
people who live there and the environments in which they live. The themes explore the difficulties
faced by the planet and the connections that take place in the world.
This course is both challenging and rewarding. It will challenge you to study a lot of content in
depth. This will need you to use your literacy and numeracy skills. GCSE Geography requires
students to be committed to regular study at home throughout the whole course.

What you will study:
• Topic 1: Ecosystems of the planet (eg. Rainforests, coral reefs, deserts, temperate forests, polar regions)
• Topic 2: Environmental threats (climate change, drought, El Nino, tropical storms)
• Topic 3: People of the planet (development, urbanisation, favelas)
• Topic 4: Landscapes of the UK (river and coastal landscapes).
• Topic 5: People of the UK (ageing population, sustainable cities, migration)
• Topic 6: UK Environmental Challenges (energy, extreme weather events)
• Topic 7: Geographical Skills and fieldwork (how to investigate a physical and human hypothesis)

Assessments/Coursework:
Component 1: Living in the UK today. Exam Assessment-30% of total grade
Component 2: The World Around us. Exam Assessment-30% of total grade
Component 3: Geographical skills. Exam Assessment- 40% of total grade

For further information see:
Miss Chambers, Mr Hollis, Mrs Botting or Mr Bailey
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History
Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block A or B) 3 lessons per week
Exam Board: Eduqas
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1

What you will study:
The course will cover British and World history between 500-2000. The modules are as follows•
•
•
•

The Elizabethan age 1558-1603 (25% 1 hour exam)
The USA: A nation of contrasts 1910-1929 (25% 1 hour exam)
The development of Germany 1919-1991 (20% 45 minute exam)
Changes in health and medicine 500-present day (30% 75 minute exam)

Assessments/Coursework:
You will have 4 exams all taking place at the end of year 11.
Each exam will focus on different skills including your ability to• Analyse sources considering their reliability and utility.
• Recall detailed information including facts, names and dates to explain key events in history.
• Write essays comparing the significance of different aspects of a topic.
• Discuss and evaluate changes over long periods of time.

You will learn through:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Written and Mental exercises
Analysing cartoons
Using a wide range of sources including diaries, letters and films
Essays
Investigations
Debates
Exam techniques and practice
Data sets
iPad fact hunts

For further information see:
Mrs Newton
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ICT - CREATIVE IT
Qualiﬁcation:
Cambridge Nationals Certificate in Creative iMedia
Status: Optional (Block C or D)
3 lessons per week*
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1

What you will study:
The course comprises four units:
• Pre-production skills (exam) 1 Hour 15 minutes
• Creating Digital Graphics (coursework)
Two other units from:
• Digital animation
• Storytelling with a comic strip
• Creating a multipage website
• Creating a digital animation

• Creating interactive multimedia products
• Creating a digital sound sequence
• Creating a digital video sequence

The first unit focuses on planning, which is an essential part of working in the creative and digital
media sector. This unit will enable you to understand pre-production skills and techniques used in the
sector, as well as gain the knowledge and skills to create digital media products. The second unit
looks at digital graphics, which feature in many areas of our lives, and play a very important part in
today’s world. The digital media sector relies heavily on these visual stimulants within products to
communicate messages effectively.
The other two units will be decided during the course based on the interests of the group. All of the
units focus on using technology in a creative way, learning to use more powerful software, with the
aim of designing and producing a product.

Assessments/Coursework:
Unit 1 is assessed by a written exam paper. Marks for the remaining three units are gained through
coursework completed during Years 10 and 11. Each unit is worth 25% of the marks.
The coursework is based on scenario-based assignments provided by the teacher, requiring students
to design and produce a piece of work.
Grading: Cambridge Nationals are graded Pass, Merit and Distinction at Level 1 or 2

Anything else I need to know?
Cambridge iMedia is suitable for anyone interested in using technology in a creative way. It aims to
inspire students to become technology experts, not just consumers.
As the course is based around work completed in Years 10 and 11, it is important that students are
motivated from the start. As quite a lot of the work is independent, students must have the self-discipline
to motivate themselves and ensure work is completed by deadlines set.

For further information:
please speak to your ICT teacher
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COMPUTER SCIENCE (GCSE)

Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block C or D) 3 lessons per week*
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1
Speciﬁcation: OCR specification code: J277
The course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. An
insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming.
The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study of
computer programming, giving students a fun and interesting way to develop these skills.

What you will study:
The course is arranged into three units:
Computer Systems (everything about computer systems),
Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming (key concepts and programming skills) and a
Practical Project (standard programming techniques, designing and coding a solution to a problem).

Assessments/Coursework:
Examination: 100%
Paper 1 (50%): Computer Systems.
Paper 2 (50%): Computational thinking, algorithms and programming.
There is also a programming project that is set by the exam board, but this does not form part of the
final assessed grade.
Grading: GCSE grading 9-1

Anything else I need to know?
Are you interested in understanding how computers work and programming?
Then computer science might be the course for you, but you must realise that the final exam consists
of multiple choices, short answer and extended-writing therefore students must be competent in
longer written answers to succeed.
The controlled assessment requires a detailed program design and development to be completed so
a high level of literacy skills and the ability to work independently is desirable.
As the course involves extended programming candidates should be highly skilled in mathematics it
is advised that if you are not targeted grade 6 or above in Mathematics, then Computer Science may
not be for you.
If you are unsure, please speak to your ICT teacher.

For further information see:
Mr Patel or Mr Variava
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Maths
Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Compulsory

5 lessons per week

Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry:

Foundation (Grades 1-5)
Higher (Grades 4-9)

What you will study:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Using and applying mathematics
Number
Algebra
Ratio, proportion and rates of change
Geometry and measures
Probability
Statistics

Exam Board: AQA

Assessments/Coursework:
Assessment is through three 1 hour 30 minutes terminal papers at the end of year 11
(One non-calculator and two calculator papers).

You will learn through:
•
•
•
•
•

Written and Mental exercises
Problem solving
Using ICT
Investigations
Practical activities

For further information see:
Ms Rizvi or Ms Che
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PE
Qualiﬁcation:
OCR Cambridge National Certificate in Sport Studies

Status: Optional (Block D) 3 lessons per week*
Tiers of entry: 9-1 Level 2 / 1 GCSE equivalent
What you will study:
Sport Studies Unit RO51: Contemporary issues in sport
Sport Studies Unit RO52: Developing sports skills
Sport Studies Unit RO53: Sports leadership
Sport Studies Unit RO54: Sport and the media

Assessments/Coursework:
The course will consist of 4, 60 mark units.
1 hour written exam Contemporary issues in sport (60 marks)
Coursework & Practical assessment Developing sports skills (60 marks)
Coursework & Practical assessment Sports leadership (60 marks)
Coursework Sport and the media (60 marks)

You will learn through:
• Practical work
• Presenting and leading
• Using ICT
• Learning the theory behind sport, leadership, media, practical performance
and contemporary issues in sport.

What can I study next?
The course offers direct progression onto BTEC Sport National or Cambridge Technical
Programmes (A – Level equivalent) A Level Physical Education.

What careers are there in sport?
Coach – many different sports, Physical Education Instructor, Marketing and Promotions
Coordinator, Physical Therapist, Medical Assistant, Sports Massage Therapist, Sports and Fitness
Nutritionist, Strength and Conditioning Coach, Exercise Physiologist, Sports Physician, Sports
Psychologist, Sports News Reporter, Radio Sports Producer, Internet Sports Producer, Sports
Writer, Sports Photographer, Physical Education (P.E.) Teacher, Youth Sports Administrator,
Sporting Goods Store Manager / Salesperson.

For further information see:
Mr Stretton or your PE teacher
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Philosophy, Religion and Ethics
Qualiﬁcation: GCSE
Status: Optional (Block B) 3 lessons per week
Exam Board: EDUQAS
Tiers of entry: 9 - 1

PRE is a course that develops communication skills and helps students to learn how to clearly
express themselves. It also looks at BIG questions like “Why does evil exist?” and “What is the
meaning of life?” PRE is for people who love thinking outside the box!

What you will study:
1. Philosophical and Ethical studies in the Modern World:
Theme 1: Issues of Relationships
Theme 2: Issues of Life and Death
Theme 3: Issues of Good and Evil
Theme 4: Issues of Human Rights
2. Christianity – Beliefs & Teachings and Religious Practices
3. Islam– Beliefs & Teachings and Religious practices

Assessments/Coursework:
There are three exams at the end of Year 11, one paper for each religion and one for the philosophy
and ethics modules:
1. Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World – written 2 hour exam (50%)
2. Study of Christianity – written 1 hour exam (25%)
3. Study of Islam– written 1 hour exam (25%)

You will learn through:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Debates
Visits from speakers
Trips
Using ICT
Exam techniques and practice
Written and Mental exercises
Investigating case studies
Group work

For further information see:
Mrs Skemp or Mr Finke
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Science - Trilogy (Double Science)
Qualiﬁcation: 2 GCSEs
Status: Compulsory

5 lessons per week

Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry:
Foundation (Grades 5-1)

Higher (Grades 9-4)

What you will study in Biology:

What you will study in Physics:

Cell biology
Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics
Homeostasis and response
Inheritance, variation and evolution
Ecology

Energy
Electricity
Particle model of matter
Atomic structure
Forces
Waves
Magnetism and electromagnetism.

What you will study in Chemistry:
Atomic structure and the periodic table
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes
Energy changes
The rate and extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry
Chemical analysis
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources

Assessments/Coursework:
• There are six exams, each lasting an 1h15mins to be taken in summer of Year 11.
• There is no coursework but there are now 21 Required Practicals’ that are assessed by the exams.
• The required practicals focus on a variety of experimental problem-solving and/or enquiry-based
activities that consolidate scientific concepts, develop investigative and practical skills.

You will learn through:
• A combination of theory and practical work.
• On-line resources that will allow you access to the course materials at home for independent
learning and for homework

A-Level Sciences at College:
A minimum of 6-6 in double science must be achieved to gain entry for any A-Level science.

Your science teacher will discuss with you which course is best for you.

For further information see:
Mr Sheikh, Mrs Samuels, Mr Valera
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Science - Triple Science
Qualiﬁcation: 3 GCSEs: Biology, Chemistry, Physics
Status: Optional 6 lessons per week
Exam Board: AQA
Tiers of entry:
Foundation (Grades 5-1)

Higher (Grades 9-4)

Entry Requirement:
You will need to have achieve consistently high grades and be recommended by your
teacher to be selected. Good literacy and Mathematical capability is essential.
What you will study in Biology:

What you will study in Physics:

Cell biology
Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics
Homeostasis and response
Inheritance, variation and evolution
Ecology

Energy
Electricity
Particle model of matter
Atomic structure
Forces
Waves
Magnetism and electromagnetism.
Space Physics

What you will study in Chemistry:
Atomic structure and the periodic table
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes
Energy changes
The rate and extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry
Chemical analysis
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources

Assessments/Coursework:
• There are six exams, each lasting an 1h 45mins to be taken in summer of Year 11.
• There is no coursework but there are now 28 Required Practicals that are assessed by the exams.
• The required practicals focus on a variety of experimental problem-solving and/or enquiry-based
activities that consolidate scientific concepts, develop investigative and practical skills.

You will learn through:
•
•
•
•

A combination of theory and practical work.
This subject is very academic; books are used extensively.
Using knowledge organisers and revision guides regularly.
On-line resources that will allow you access to the course materials at home for independent
learning and for homework
Your science teacher will discuss with you which course is best for you.

For further information see:
Mr Sheikh, Mrs Samuels, Mr Valera
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SEND - Foundation Learning
Qualiﬁcation: Aim Awards:
Award - Certificate - Diploma
Status: 3 or 6 lessons a week in place
of 1 or 2 GCSE subjects
Tiers of entry: Entry level 3 Level 1
(=grade 1 at GCSE)

What you will study:
In Foundation Learning you will do units of work that help build skills of teamwork, confidence, health
education and skills for work. This qualification is recognised by Colleges.

Assessments/Coursework:
The course is 100% course work. This is presented as evidence to demonstrate the skills needed to
pass that unit. Once you have passed enough units you can achieve the Award, then the Certificate
and, eventually, the Diploma.
In Foundation Learning you will learn actively – by doing activities that show you have built the skills
to pass a unit.

You will learn through:
Presentations, Group work, Role play, Dairy, Posters, Displays, Discussions, Practical tasks, Portfolio,
Projects, photos, Video clips.
We will also support with work experience, college interviews and applications, Study skills and revision.

For further information see:
Mrs Glasby or Miss Read in the Reflection Zone
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ASPIRATION

Be the best
that you can be

COMMITMENT

Do what it takes for
as long as it takes

SUCCESS

Be ready to take
on the world

