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Message from the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers,
This year has been an extremely difficult one for all of us, but your children have shown great resilience and grit to
get through such a tough period of time for them personally, as well as those around them. This virus has sadly
taken the lives of so many in our community and it is difficult to find someone that has not been afflicted on a
personal level. A number of our children have lost family members, including parents and it is heart wrenching to
know that many children will be without a key member of their household moving forward.
My heartfelt prayers and thoughts are with you all, as we navigate our way out of this difficult situation. I hope that
this newsletter is able to offer a ray of hope and happiness, as we begin to find some sort of normality and look
beyond the difficulties of the last 12 months.
I look forward to seeing you in person as soon as is possible but for now, please stay safe and look after those that
are close to you.

Farhan Adam Principal

LIBRARY NEWS
World Book Day 2021

Miss Vann
Librarian

On Thursday 4th March 2021,
Crown Hills Community College
celebrated World Book Day. This
day is designated by UNESCO as a
worldwide celebration of books
and reading, and marked in over
100 countries all over the world.
Despite still being in lockdown, our
students had the opportunity to
participate in a Book Quiz and a
House Art Contest to redesign
their favourite book character as
their complete opposite, a kind
Lord Voldemort, perhaps, or a
helpful Henry. Winning entries
received House points to go
towards their total.
Our students were encouraged to
drop everything and read a book
(fiction or non-fiction), comic,
magazine or newspaper during
the afternoon of World Book Day.
Many chose to borrow an ebook
from the school’s e-library (which
has seen a significant increase in
borrowing during the lockdown
period) and this has been wonderful
to see. It is our ambition for Crown
Hills to be a ‘reading school’ with
reading for pleasure embedded
within the culture of the college.

Additionally, in partnership with
Creative Learning Services at
County Hall, some of our more
able students in Years 10 and 11
took part in virtual book talking
sessions. These sessions are one of
our many initiatives to encourage
reading for pleasure amongst our
students. Further opportunities
like this will be available to some of
our other students later on in the
school year.
World Book Day tokens were
distributed to all of our students,
after their return to school, to
swap at their local bookseller for
one of twelve exclusive and free
World Book Day books. Alongside
booksellers such as Waterstones
and WHSmith, several of the major
supermarket
chains
including
Sainsburys and Tesco are participating, so these vouchers could
even be used whilst you are buying
your groceries. In 2021 participating booksellers will honour the
tokens beyond the 28th of March,
whilst stocks last, so please do
consider exchanging them for one
of these amazing stories.

Inspirography
Four months into the COVID-19 pandemic I was given the opportunity to
deliver the only Photography course at Crown Hills Community College in
Leicester. I was thrilled and rose to this challenge, but that was soon
followed by thoughts of concern due to social distancing guidelines and
online learning. How was I going to engage and inspire students through
a screen using digital technology, when they are accustomed to swiping
a video if it does not hold their attention in the ﬁrst ﬁve minutes?
Awarding body iconic favourites like Philippe Starck, James Dyson,
Picasso, Dali have all been taught by schools across the country and can
easily be accessible in a book or the web, but
I wanted to be different, to inspire students in a new and exciting way
and bring something fresh into the classroom.

Finding the right inspiration
It was important for me to be able to the
base my inspirational source on the key
elements of the specification: how ideas,
themes, subjects and feelings can inspire
creative responses. With this in mind, I
needed to search for a designer/artist that
had a distinctive view of the world and
incorporated different styles, aesthetics
and genres into their work. Taking into
account current affairs at the time, I
thought a good starting point was to
educate students to know that art, design
and technology is accessible to all. There is
a world of BAME (Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic) artists and designers out there
to relate to who have similar backgrounds
to the students at Crown Hills. After
spending endless hours searching for an
image of an artist/designer to fit my very
specific criteria and someone who had the
knowledge and understanding about the
importance of visual communication,
I finally came across Kervin Brisseaux, who
is an illustrator and photographer from
New York. He was diverse, quirky and fun;
I knew instantly that he would be exciting
and engaging and assist in my quest to be
able to motivate students for distanced

learning and visual communication.
Brisseaux’s influences and work were
exactly what I needed to build into my
scheme of work to capture my audience
and explain things like presentation
techniques, scale, sequence and composition and his style is cross-referenced to
various specification points in the
Photography and Graphics curriculum.
With only being able to find his portfolios
and his current job role online, I decided to
write to him. I did not think I had much to
lose considering the many artists I had
contacted during my years of teaching
Design and Technology. I expressed my
excitement of using him as a role model to
inspire my pupils, and to my surprise, he
replied!
Linking up
To work with a New York based artist was
very special indeed and I replied to ask if
he would be interested in recording a
video interview so I could play this back to
my students. He agreed, so to spark
students’ interest, we started with some
icebreaker questions like ‘what is your
favourite food?’ and ‘do you have any pets
?’ before we got into the more specific
ones about his background, how he got

into his field of work, what inspired him and his
career journey so far. It was important for
students to understand what subjects Kervin
had taken at school and at what point in his life
he realised that photography and becoming an
artist was the path he wanted to go down.
The students were really taken aback by the
interview, firstly because their teacher is on
screen talking to someone ‘famous’ and
secondly: here is a current American artist who
does not fit the profile of the ones being
taught in schools across the country. The
impact of organising the video with Kervin has
been invaluable and a real eye opener as he
discussed his journey from his background in
architecture, My students are now visually
aware of colour, space, form and structure. He
ended with a very personal and powerful
message, which was to not be afraid of
criticism because it is essential for growth and
not about instant gratification, and those
all-important four words of wisdom: be
passionate, practise, be patient and be proud.

Kervin is design director at design
agency Vault 49 in New York. His
commercial work includes designs for
Adobe, New Balance and EA Sports.
You can see examples of his artwork at
instagram.com/brisseaux

Mrs O’Sullivan
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Options for Year 9
Are you puzzled and unsure about the Options you have for GCSE, or
maybe you know what you want to do but you are after more information
which is impartial and independent? Start with the information on the
school website.
Follow the link https://www.crownhills.com/yr-9-options-2/

Kudos
All students have access to the online careers platform Kudos,
packed with tools and information to help students make better
choices about options for post 16, 18 and their future careers.
Your username is the first part of your Crown Hills email
address e.g. ssquires225, and your password is Password1
contact ICT if you have any problems access this site.

https://kudos.cascaid.co.uk/#/

Careers Latest News
Noticeboard
Have a look at the school noticeboard on the upper corridor
which has a full display of Options, providing information
on all the subjects available and how they can link to careers

Below is a collection of websites to continue your research on Careers/Courses:

Parent Guide
https://www.parentalguidance.org.uk/making-choices

Videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_ssJV_XfjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsLfssAa1OY

Choosing your GCSE’s options
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-16/help-with-choosing-your-post-16-options
https://icould.com/stories/choosing-your-gcse-options/

Explore careers by job sectors
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmdc382
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs#js=on

If you want to discuss your options further, your form tutor can email me for an appointment.

Mrs Squires
Careers Adviser

Key Dates
and Deadlines

Timetable:
Y11 Formal Assessments
Period 1

April

13

Formal Assessments Start

Period 3

Period 2

Period 5

Period 4

Period 6

Monday
12th April

see timetable for specific
subject information

1.30 - 3.00
Maths 1 Non calculator

Thursday
15th April

18

Period 5

Period 4

Period 6

1.30 - 3.15
Citizenship – Paper 2

9.00 - 10.45
Triple Science Physics

Final deadline for grades
to exam board

1.30 - 3.00
Computer Science

Wednesday
21st April
Thursday
22nd April

s:
9.00 - 10.00 Religious Studie
Paper 3 – Islam

August

Monday
26th April

Appeals
(more information to follow)

Week 3

Results Day

Tuesday
27th April
Wednesday
28th April
Thursday
29th April
Friday
30th April

LUNCH

Tuesday
20th April

1.30 - 2.30 Geography:
d Us
Paper 2 - The World Aroun

2:
9.00 – 9.45 History: Paper
ny
The Development of Germa

1.30 - 2.45
PE GCSE – Paper 1

9.00 - 9.45
French Reading F
9.00 - 10.00
French Reading H
Period 1

August
September

Period 3

Period 2

9.00 - 10.15
Combined Science

Friday
23rd April

12

LUNCH

9.00 - 10.45
Triple Science Chemistry

Period 3

Period 2

Period 5

Period 4

1.15 - 2.05
Urdu Listening

9.00 - 11.35
Gujarati Reading
9.00 - 11.35
Arabic Reading & Writing
9.00 - 11.20
Portuguese Reading & Writing

11.45 - 12.30
Portuguese Listening

9.00 - 11.15
Spanish, Italian
9.00 - 11.15
Urdu Reading & Writing
9.00 - 9.45
Gujarati Listening
10.15 - 11.00
Arabic Listening

11.30 - 12.20
Spanish Listening

LUNCH

June

1.30 - 3.00
Maths 2 Calculator

1.30 - 2.45
I Media

Week 2

15
31

Monday
19th April

Half Term

1.30 - 3.15
Triple Science Biology

9.00 - 10.15
Combined Science

Period 1

Week Commencing

1.30 - 2.45
Combined Science

9.00 - 10.45
English Literature

Friday
16th April

March
May

BREAK

9.00 - 10.45
English Language

BREAK

30

Final Date for
Coursework/internal
Assessments

Wednesday
14th April

BREAK

April

Week 1

Tuesday
13th April

1.15 - 2.05
Italian Listening

Period 6

Whole School Council
During the last half term, the WSC interviews have taken place
for representatives for next year, and it was great to see students
across the school apply to be part of WSC. Over 60 applications
were submitted, with 40 alone from Year 7. This year, the WSC is
slightly different in that we have more representatives for each year
group, specifically four across Years 7-10 and two for Year 11. Please
see the WSC noticeboard to find out who your representatives are.
The WSC focuses on ensuring that ‘student voice’ at Crown Hills
Community College is strong. We want young individuals expressing their thoughts and opinions in a positive way. To this end, we
have two ways students can share any ideas they have in relation to
how they might want to improve the school. Firstly, we have Form
Council, which is where two representatives from a form group will
lead discussions relating to how they want to improve the school.
They then have the responsibility of sharing this with their respective Head of Year. The WSC meet with Miss Mohan (WSC Lead at
Crown Hills) on a regular basis to discuss the shared ideas. Not
every point raised is possible to change but WSC work our hardest
to ensure each idea is considered to its fullest merits. Ideas shared
are then presented to our Senior Leadership Team (SLT). The WSC
representatives and Senior Leadership also meet regularly to
discuss these issues and try to find solutions.
The WSC met SLT in February 2021, and discussed the benefits of
online learning in allowing learning to continue and teachers trying
to make online learning as close to the normal classroom through
the use of a normal register. Students also mentioned that they
found online learning engaging and enjoyed being able to contribute. SLT were thankful for students’ praise to all staff in their role in
allowing education through online learning to continue. Amongst
other items discussed, health and wellbeing in relation to screen
time, exercise and posture were considered as important issues for
SLT and the WSC. The WSC thanked SLT for considering the needs
of students with regards to screen time and allowing KS3 to have a
break from this during week 3 of online learning. The WSC understood the importance of KS4 remaining with online learning
throughout and were also appreciative of the different opportunities promoting reading. SLT reminded the WSC that Ms Bradshaw
(who is the Health and Wellbeing Champion for our school) recently delivered an assembly explaining different ways to improve
posture and different exercises, which students can use as

Overall, the WSC are working on various initiatives such as providing feedback to SLT in relation to the canteen provision, and are
working with Mr Keast to promote the school website in showing
how students understand our school values, mission statements
and OURPACE. The WSC offered their understanding and will be
continuing this project after Easter. Moreover, the WSC are working
with a group of teachers relating to the charities we support at
CHCC, why we support them, and how we can develop our support
in this area across the wider community, in terms of making clear
links with our school values. the WSC will be researching different
charities and offering a proposal as to which local and global
charities we can support at CHCC, focusing on what impact is
expected and how the school community will develop as a result of
this…watch this space!
It has been great to see students across the school really taking a
profound interest in the WSC and the different projects we are
working on across the school. The application and interview
process for the WSC has clearly shown us that we have confident
and caring students across the school, who try their hardest to
make positive changes.
Finally, please remember to email WSC@crownhills.leicester.sch.uk
to share any discussions you’ve had in your form. It is the form
representatives’ responsibility to ensure that student voice for their
form reaches the WSC going forward. Remember to write your
form group and try to be detailed in the explanation. We look
forward to receiving your correspondence!

By Miss Mohan WSC Lead at
Crown Hills Community College

Physical
Education

Spring Update

Since we last spoke, students have completed the new longer block of 10 weeks on an activity, to allow further time to deepen their understanding and allow further mastery of the skills and concepts we had planned.
We had just started our 2nd block of football, basketball and either fencing or table tennis, when we were unfortunately not in school. Our
online learning provision allowed students to continue practising their skills in these activities, and were recording their progress and
improvements. We also used analysis of performance tasks to watch top-level performers and answer questions on the clips, the highlight
being Leicester City’s 5-3 win over Manchester Utd back in September 2014.
We introduced principles of training to get students to understand how to monitor, and safely make, progress when working on an individual fitness programme, especially during lockdown.
All students participated in the Citywide Youth Ambassadors Secondary Leadership training programme, created by the SSPAN, which
taught them about the key skills and qualities needed to be an excellent leader. With leadership being one of our key strands in PE, we
look forward to being able to put this learning into practice now that we are back in school. It will also allow students to volunteer for
leadership in the future and gain recognition for their learning. We need many new aspiring sports leaders to join our Sports Academy
when things return to normal.
Students were tasked with creating their own teaching cards to help them understand the key teaching points of the skills and rules in
basketball; these will then be used to further support learning whilst back in school.
Extra-curricular
Sports Academy students have had some virtual extracurricular sessions in badminton and cricket with Mr Stafford and Mr Kazi-Andrews,
but extracurricular will hopefully start face to face after Easter so please encourage your child to participate in them as much as possible.

Tokyo Challenge
Hopefully your child has taken up the challenge
and even included you as parents - to record how
far they have travelled for physical activity in the
month of March. This is a citywide schools’ competition and the aim is to see if we, as a school,
can collectively travel 9,474km from Leicester to
Tokyo for this year’s Olympic Games. Therefore, it
is never too late to start. A little walk, run or scoot
every night will make a valuable contribution not
only to the schools total, but also to the daily 60
minutes of recommended physical activity.

TWO YEARS OF
FENCING AT
CROWN HILLS
In 2019, when Crown Hills started their fencing programme in a 5-year
partnership with British Fencing, both organisations expected some amazing
opportunities to be created from the whole-school approach of the
programme combined with the school’s intent to offer unique experiences
to students. What neither of them knew was that, within less than a year of
the partnership, Crown Hills would have their first results on a national
competitive level.
Until fencing was first introduced into Crown Hills, the majority of students
had little to no experience of it. There was the notion that fencing is a
“posh” sport, associated with independent schools. Determined to create
fun, accessible experiences for pupils, staff and the broader community,
Crown Hills became an Official Training Partner of BF, with the resources
and ability to introduce fencing to the curriculum, giving everyone the
same opportunity to try a new sport.
The sport is offered at all levels within the school and outside to a network
of primary schools in the Leicester region. Under this programme, fencing
sessions take different forms: PE lessons led by teachers trained in the
Core Coach course, afternoon clubs, as activities of the BF Primary School
Resource Pack and sessions dedicated to Sports Academy students.
Sports Academy Manager Mr Giling wanted to offer these students the
best possible experience. That meant competing at a national level. He knew
that someday, taking a team to the British Schools Teams Championships
would represent an important milestone in their fencing journey.
With hard work and access to training and equipment facilitated by BF’s
partnership, two dedicated teams of Under-15 boys and girls headed to
London in March 2020 to compete with more experienced schools. They
returned to Leicester with bronze medals and, most importantly, invaluable
moments lived together.

THE OLYMPIC SPIRIT
COMES TO LEICESTER
A life-size piste sticker and activities with Aspiration Funded athletes are
prepared to engage students of Crown Hills Community College with fencing
during the next few months. Fencing is conquering a space in the lives of over
1,500 students in Leicester-based Crown Hills Community College. Now in their
second year as an Official Training Partner of BF, they are riding the wave of
remarkable successes, particularly the bronze medal won in their first ever
competition in March 2020 (read the full story here). A year later, Crown Hills
remembers their achievement, while at the same time the world prepares to
watch their athletes competing in Tokyo. The Olympic spirit still lives, and Crown
Hills students are about to have an immersion in it.
On Thursday 18th March, a 12m by 1.8m piste sticker was installed in one of the
school’s corridors. The eye-catching piste depicts fencing actions, shows fun facts
about Olympians that left their mark in British fencing history, and challenges
students to lunge their way through the piste. One of the aims of the project is to
raise awareness of fencing as a sport and activity that has now been embedded
into Crown Hills as a curricular and extra-curricular opportunity This project,
which has been partly funded by UK Sport’s Aspiration Fund, is inspiring the
young fencers of the future as guest athletes plan to lead inspiring, practical,
virtual sessions.

Crown Hills Sports Academy
Manager Mr Giling said: “We are really
excited by this unique sticker piste that has been
installed for us. We wanted to more widely promote the
opportunities for students to now try fencing and further
raise the profile of the fencing programme we have established in partnership with British Fencing. Having this in school,
to welcome students back with, will certainly be a talking
piece for students and will no doubt inspire more pupils to
think about fencing in a new way. We look forward to
sharing more updates about how it is going at
school in the lead up to the Olympic
Games”

Anton Ferdinand:
Thank you to former Premier League footballer @anton_ferdinand5
for delivering such an inspirational talk and a message of real purpose
for our KS4 students today, who were hooked on his every word!
“Education happens through talking. You need to talk to people who care.”
#AntiRacism# AntiBullying

Anton Ferdinand: Football, Racism And Me
Anton Ferdinand explores the issue of racial abuse in the game from
a personal perspective and find out what needs to be done to address
the problem of racism in the game today. He also confronts the online
abuse he has experienced since, which has affected his mental health,
his career and the lives of his loved ones.
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