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Welcome to the fifth edition of Library News.
This termly newsletter will keep you up to date
with all the news, reviews and events associated
with the library. There is plenty going on in the
library at present, with reading challenges,
booktalking sessions, library lessons and plans
for World Book Day 2022 all in the works. News
of some of these can be found inside these
pages. I hope this will be an amazing year for
reading at CHCC.

Stephanie Vann
Librarian

Have you tried ebooks ?
As well as the physical books in the school library, Crown Hills students also have access to ebooks in the school elibrary. Ebooks
are electronic books which can be read on a smartphone, tablet or computer. They can be accessed from anywhere and at any
time.

To get started:
1. On your smartphone, computer or tablet at home,

download the ePlatform by Wheelers app from the app
store of your device or go to the website: https://eplatform.co/uk
2. Go to Find Libraries and search for Crown Hills
Community College. Select Crown Hills Community
College from the results and it will take you to our
e-Library.
3. Sign in with your Crown Hills username and
password – this is the same one you use to login to the
school computers. You can now browse, borrow and
read!

For help
with
ebooks
Please
visit the
school
library

Student

Book
Reviews
‘Lock The Doors’ by Vincent Ralph
As a young child I had always been quite shy and reserved, and when I was 6 years old, I had been
placed into a program called “Reading Buddies”, a program which aided me to grow and accumulate
several skills such as communication, fluency, confidence and so many more skills to prepare me for the
future. This program had sparked my interest and now love for books to where it is today. A session in
January was hosted by a local librarian in Leicester in the school library for the inquisitive minds of
students. A variety of books which consisted of genres in the spectrum ranging from romance, crime,
horror, poetry and even socio-political issues such as racism were carefully chosen and introduced to
the selected group of Year 10s, aiming to give these students a taste of each genre broadening their
knowledge and understanding of literature.
I had chosen the novel “Lock the Doors” written by Vincent Ralph. I would like to give a disclaimer that
this novel revolves around sensitive topics such as domestic violence and mental health. The story
revolves around a teenage boy Tom, who uncovers a secret kept by “The perfect family” who had
previously owned the home he had recently moved into. The protagonist Tom meets a girl Amy, who
happens to be the girl who had lived in his home and during the book there friendship blossoms into
romance. Throughout the story he contemplates whether he should investigate into Amy’s family as he
had finally felt a connection with her. As I was reading the book it was thrilling and difficult to put down.
“Lock the Doors” educated me in issues such as mental health and domestic violence which are invisible
to the eye yet very much present in society. I would highly recommend this book as it is a fast paced
novel with shorter chapters yet has a great flow and transitions into two vastly different perspectives
giving the readers an insight into each scene in depth. This thrilling tale of Ralph’s contains many
moments in which things do not appear as black and white, being a great source of entertainment for
teenagers.
Book Review by Sadia Jahangir 10U
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A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson
A Little Secret by Ann Evans
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Cabin Fever by Jeff Kinney
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by JK Rowling
Evernight by Ross Mackenzie
The Kid Who Came From Space by Ross Welford
The Soul Hunters by Chris Bradford
Class Act by Jerry Craft
TrooFriend by Kirsty Applebaum
Lost by Ele Fountain

...............................................
CHCC Most Active
Form Groups by Number
of Students Reading

Yr 7 – 7C

CHCC Most Active Readers
by Number of Books Borrowed
(Physical and E-Books)

Yr 7

Aisha Patel 7R

Yr 8

Sara Karolia 8O

Yr 9

Khadijah Nagra 9S

Yr 8 – 8O
Yr 9 – 9L and 9W (joint)
Yr 10 – 10S
Yr 11 – 11R

Yr 10 Yasser Ayoub 10O
Yr 11 Samiha Pathan 11R

Reading Rampage 2022
Reading Rampage 2022 began in January and will continue until the end of May. Students in years 7 and 8 have the opportunity to participate
in this year’s challenge alongside other schools in Leicester and Leicestershire. The twelve shortlisted books have been selected by the
organisers specifically for their appeal to Year 7 and 8 students. They include a variety of genres and styles from adventure and mystery to
horror, science fiction and fantasy. We hope our students will be enthusiastic about reading these books, that they will encourage empathy and
develop their awareness of different authors and genres.
All Crown Hills students who read at least one Reading Rampage book and submit a short review of it to Miss Vann will receive a participation
certification. In addition, one student who shows particular commitment and enthusiasm will be nominated as the school champion and will
receive a certificate and a £10 book voucher.
Some of our students have already started to send in their reviews. Their thoughts on some of the shortlist so far include:
‘The Kid Who Came From Space’ by Ross Welford
“This is one of my favourite books…”
“I would definitely recommend this book to someone who loved sci-fi…”
“The story was so interesting and reading it made me happy…”
‘Boy, Everywhere’ by A. M. Dassu
“I actually felt like crying in some parts… The ending had me beaming with joy though…”
“Captures the reader…”
‘How to be Me’ by Cath Howe
“It made me want to express my talents…”
‘Lost’ by Ele Fountain
“Thrilling…”
“A really good mystery…”
‘The Invasion of Crooked Oak’ by Dan Smith
“It is a dystopian story…”
“The characters are strong and interesting…”
“Frightening…”
‘Evernight’ by Ross Mackenzie
“Absolutely amazing!”
“I couldn’t put it down…”
“An amazing author…”
‘Swan Song’ by Gill Lewis
“A very beautiful book…”
“A wonderful story about how nature can heal someone…”
But which one will be the overall favourite? We will find out later this year when students are
asked to vote for which one they felt was the best.

Carnegie Shadowing Scheme
Between the end of March and June 2022, year 9 students will have the opportunity to participate in this year’s Carnegie Shadowing
Scheme. Participating students will shadow the judging process for the CILIP Carnegie Medal; they will read the shortlisted books
(which they will be able to borrow from the school library), discuss the books with one another, and vote for their favourites to win the
Shadowers’ Choice Awards.
Shadowing is a national activity with thousands of schools taking part across the country. Shadowing is one of the UK’s largest reading
for pleasure initiatives - engaging tens of thousands of young people in reading.
Crown Hills Community College students’ votes will be combined with those of other students from across the UK to determine the
winner of the 2022 Carnegie Shadowers’ Choice Award. This will be announced alongside the Judges’ Choice for the 2022 Carnegie
Medal on 16th June 2022.
Further information about how to sign up to participate in this year’s shadowing will be sent out in school.
Previous Carnegie Medal and Shadowers’ Awards Winners are available for students to borrow either from the school library or the
e-library. These include the 2021 Judges’ Choice, ‘Look Both Ways’ by Jason Reynolds (available from the physical library) and the 2021
Shadowers’ Choice Award Winner, ‘Run, Rebel’ by Manjeet Mann (available from both the physical library and the e-library).

World Book Day is celebrating its 25th anniversary on 3rd March 2022. Crown Hills Community College will once again be
participating in this annual celebration of reading with house competitions and other events for students to join in with.
More details about these will be shared in school so please keep your eyes open for those.
Thanks to National Book Tokens, World Book Day, in partnership with schools all over the country, distribute over 15 million
£1 World Book Day book tokens to children and young people (that’s almost one for every child/young person under 18 in
the UK and Ireland) every year on World Book Day – and CHCC students will be amongst them.
The £1 book tokens can be swapped for one of the exclusive, new and completely FREE World Book Day books available from
participating booksellers or used to get £1 off any full price book or audiobook instead (as long as the book or audiobook
costs at least £2.99). Please note that the token cannot be redeemed online.
The £1 books are also available in braille and audio via the RNIB (Tel: 0303 123 999) and large print via Guide Dogs (Tel: 0118
9838275).
World Book Day book tokens will be valid until Sunday 27 March 2022.
Participating booksellers include Waterstones and WH Smith’s, as well as major supermarket chains such as Sainsbury’s, Asda,
Morrisons and Tesco, so please keep an eye open for the books and don’t forget to use your book token.

10 For 10 Book Challenge
Between October and January, Year 10 students at Crown Hills Community College took part in
the 10 for 10 Book Challenge organised by Creative Learning Services. The shortlisted books
were selected by librarians at Creative Learning Services specifically for their appeal to Year 10
students. They included a variety of genres and styles from thrillers and dystopia to romance
and fantasy, and tackled a number of themes including prejudice, migration, identity, family
conflict, mental health and environmental concerns.
The most borrowed book of 10 for 10 2020 at Crown Hills was ‘Lock the Doors’ by Vincent Ralph,
but which book was the most popular with our students? To find out, participating students
were asked to rate these books out of five. The scores were combined to create the CHCC Top
10 for 10 for 10 2020. We take great pleasure in announcing that the most popular book of 10
for 10 2020 was ‘Furious Thing’ by Jenny Downham. Where did your favourite come in our Top
10?

CHCC Top 10
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‘Furious
Thing’ by
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Downham

‘Lock The
Doors’ by
Vincent
Ralph

‘All American
Boys’ by
Jason
Reynolds &
Brendan
Kiely

The
Summer We
Turned
Green’ by
William
Sutcliffe

‘The Gilded
Ones’ by
Namina
Forna

‘The Outrage’ by
William
Hussey

‘Music From
Another
World’ by
Robin Talley

‘The Great
Godden’ by
Meg Rosoff

‘Game
Changer’
by Neal
Shuster
man

‘The
Crossing’ by
Manjeet
Mann
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The Beast of Harwood Forest – Dan Smith
When Pete, Nancy and Krish arrive at Heathland Camp for a school trip, they’re in for an adventure – just
not the kind they were expecting. Nearby sits the abandoned Harwood Institute. Mystery shrouds the
events that took place at the institute during the war, so Pete and his friends make it their mission to find
out the truth. But the forest is hiding a sinister secret, and the trio could be in real danger. Are some
mysteries best left undisturbed?

The Life and Time of Lonny Quicke – Kirsty Applebaum

Lonny is a lifeling. He has the power to heal any living creature and bring it back from the dead. But he pays
a price for this gift - by lengthening the creature's life, he shortens his own. So Lonny has to be careful, has
to stay hidden in the forest. Because if people knew what he could do, Lonny would be left with no life at
all...
Available from the school library and e-library.

The Infinity Files – S. M. Wilson
Ash Yang dreamed of being a starfighter pilot. But when she crashes out of her final test - literally - she
somehow lands the most powerful job in the universe. As Guardian of the Infinity Files she must secretly
planet-hop through the galaxies, stealing or returning treasures that have the power to stop wars...or start
them. But when her home planet is the one at war, can she get the job done?
Available from the school library.

One for Sorrow – Amy McCulloch and Zoe Sugg
Tragedy has struck Illumen Hall. The body of student Lola Radcliffe is discovered on the beach, and on her back
someone has tattooed an elaborate magpie. For new student Audrey, it's just another strange and unsettling
thing about her new surroundings. For her roommate Ivy, the death of her friend Lola is something she's desperate to get past. But the two girls are thrown together when a mysterious podcast airs, with a sinister headline: I
know who killed Lola and one of you is next.
Available from the school library.

The Upper World – Femi Fadugba
If you had the chance to change your future, would you take it? Esso witnesses the violent deaths of everyone he
knows in a chilling vision. He writes it off as a strange dream - until a series of frightening coincidences prove that
the vision is just hours away from coming true. There is only one person who can help him rewrite the future. The
trouble is, she hasn't been born yet…
Available from the school library.
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